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0 Jume 1950, Wavel laumched his ve whereby his
o 45 the Western Desert Foree, 2 series of raids mto Libya

the sire of the Vorce was miseh larger. Wavell's Force comprised:
indian and New Jealand Iivisions ,
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Campaign — North Africa ‘ |
» envelopes one posted on 14 December 1942 at FPO 515 Derna, Libya,

942 addressed to Ipswich, Suffolk, GB. The other was posted from FPO 48

ember 1942 addressed to Ban ffshire, Scotland.
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aign — North Africa - Tunisia

\t in green print on orange papet AF.W.3078a
582 located at Algeria addressed to Wade.
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March Allies took Gabes.
ombing of enemy tanks and gun positions
an resistance at El Hamma being finally

ch that large-scale movements Were

ontinuous Fighting near El Guettar for 28 March to 1 April 43. On 29
n 29 March the battle for Wadi Akarit was preceded by the heaviest b
v nearly three hours and Axis traffic along the coast, resulting in Germ
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0 longer possible.
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b Corps with 10" Corps held in readiness. T
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9 November 1942 to Alexandria ‘Certi -
: ; rtified Official® REAGIA AL A '
FPO 173 In Egypt posted on 21 November 1942 via i;;-{llc)l(l; chl)flte.’;;_: (II\;“W e

Street, London EC4
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AXxis reaction was swift: on 9 Nov they took El Aouina airfield outside Tunis

Vichy government placed their Tunisian bases at the disposal of the Axis forces. The French
government had earlier asked for Axis occupation. On 10 November Hitler directed that a bridgehead

was to be gained and held in Tunisia in'a race with the Allied forces. Kesselring was to subordinate all
other activities in the Mediterranean to this task. Its primary aim was to slow down the Allied advance,

and to safeguard Axis supplies '
NOV Gen Anderson took command of 1* Army principally 7 8" Div, 6" Armoured Div, US 1% Armoured Div

(incl the 1% Armoured Regt) and directed the Blade force comprising 17"/21* Lancers in tank armour an

a company of the Rifle Bde and other supporting units

Axis took Bizerte airfield
T'he Germans brought a flood of reinforcements to Tunis and Bizerta first by air and soon after by sea.

ey had control of airfields near Tunis and broucht their forces from Sicily. Sardinia and Italy. These
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