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Bishop Frank Lushington Norris

An envelope with enclosed letter from Bishop Norris in Peking sent in January
1920 to the Secretary of Church House in London asking if letters to him could be
kept at Church House until his return to England. Bishop Norris was a member
of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel which was founded in 1710.

The Secretary,"
| The Chureh House,
Westminster,
London S.W.
ENGLADND,




Bishop Frank Lushington Norris

The enclosed letter from Bishop Norris in Peking sent in January 1920.

January 9th. 1920.
The Secretary,

The Church House,

Westminster,

London S.W.

Dear Sir,

I am not a member of the Corporation of the Church House,
and the present state of my finances forbids my becoming one.
But I am assured that I am not trespassing unduly on the cour-
tesy and helpfulness of the staff, if I ask that any letters
addressed to me at the Church House be kept for me till called
for or until'I send an English address. I‘cannot say v ' I
shall be in England, but I hope to be there avuui the middle
.oI June, possibly earlier. And I imagine the Chureh House
will be a rallying point for many "Bishops Trom overseas®; 80

thet it will be a great convenience if I mdy use it as an address

for letters.

Yours very truly,
p : ': n"» N 4
"i 241 V 5 V\', A,,,‘ %\ ;g MJ}’ ?

\V

———

'Biéi;ﬁ In Torth Chinge.




S Horne

An envelope sent by S Horne of the China Inland Mission at
Kuling to Canada in June 1901.

lr}‘ : /
:z; ;; J LA Aorrs) 4‘)\./ Aot -

The following postmarks are on the reverse:

Transit Kiukiang 2 June
Shanghai 4 June
Yokohama x June

Arrival Hamilton 12 July




S Horne

An envelope sent by S Horne of the China Inland Mission at
Kuling to Canada in April 1901.

ﬁ-w -cu.o(— R

The following postmarks are on the reverse:

Transit Yokohama 2 May

Vancouver 15 May
Arrival Hamilton 20 May




Thomas Bryson was appointed as a missionary by the LMS and

Mrs Mary Isabella Bryson
(wife of reverend Thomas Bryson)

sent to Hankow in 1864. He married Isabella Carruthers in 1875.
They moved to Tientsin in 1884. Thomas Bryson was awarded the
medal of the Chinese Field Force by the British Government for

his
Mrs
and

The
May

services during the siege of Tientsin by the Chinese Boxers.

Bryson was a prolific writer of books and magazine articles
it appears that she wrote all correspondence with the LMS.

reverse of an envelope sent from Tientsin to London in
1903. It is franked with a 10 kop Russian Post Office

stamp cancelled by the single circle Tietsin postmark.

There is a single strike of the Tientsin postmark on the
front. The cancellor is in the damaged state T&S type 4x.




George Purves Smith

Dr Smith, a graduate of Edinburgh
University, was appointed by the LMS
as a medical missionary in 1898. After
a short spell in Mongolia, he moved
to Tientsin. He returned to Mongolia
in 1890 and finally came back to
Tientsin in 1899 until his retirement
in 1906. He then established an eye
hospital and was also appointed as an
ophthalmic surgeon to the Imperial
Chinese Railways. He died in Tientsin
in 1921, aged 71.

Shown below is an envelope sent by Dr
Smith to London in August 1903.

The envelope is' franked on the reverse with two 5c¢ Chinese
stamps cancelled by the single circle bi-lingual Tientsin
postmark. The front is franked with a 10 kop Russian Post
Office stamp cancelled by a Yankow Field Telegraph Post
Office postmark.

The remains of a missing
stamp has been cancelled
by the arrival postmark
showing it had been
removed in transit.

T&S type NN (RR)
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Rr. Rev. L, H. Roors, D.D,, BIsHOP AMERIGAN GHURGH MI‘SSION
HHHHHH MISSION OFFICES
— DISTRICT OF HANEKOW i =
5. E. SMALLEY, TREASURER GCHINA N;w
6B SEWARD RoaDn

m N

SHANGHAI

CABLE & TELEGRAPH ADDRESS
For ALL PrAcEs IN GHINA
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Bishop L H Roots

An envelope and enclosed letter from Bishop Roots of the American Church
Mission in Hankow sent to London in September 1913. The letter appears to have
been posted on board the S S “Kutwo” near Shanghai. He mentions that his plans
have changed due to the (Sun Yat-sen) rebellion in China.
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Bishop F R Graves

An envelope and enclosed letter from R J Graves of the American Church
Mission, Bishop of Shanghai, sent to London in June 1909. He asks that letters he
sends to his wife be held at Church Mission to await her return to England.
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MISSIONARY MAIL FROM CHINA 1901 - 1903

At the time of this correspondence, overseas mail from China was handled by foreign
post offices. Mail from outwith the main cites was usually franked with Chinese
stamps to cover the postage to the main city and then by stamps of the foreign post
office to cover the remainder of the postal charges. As Russia had a strong presence in
Manchuria at this time, it is natural that much of this mail was carried by the Russian
post Office via the Siberian route.

=1
1A The map on the left = shows the
Chihli (or Chili) region of China in
the centre. Mail from the Tientsin
and Peking area would usually be
taken to Yingkow (Newchwang) in
Southern Manchuria and then via

< s ™ = 4 the Chinese Eastern Railway up to
\1 Ve 4 amn Harbin and then eastward on the
j R AN ) Shansi

RS Y 090 Mail from southern locations

; Shangtung  sesemen  { Trans-Siberian railway to Europe.

wm ;
Kansu < /i‘/ﬂ@mvnﬁo* 2 o L }
S\ Shanall_ Honan |/~ - 1 KaNegy would tend to be taken to Shanghai

an
<
S

=

7 "Lanchow

U \\

~<<___. Noanhwii " ~Seg and then transported by ship via

L

POAL, . ARW e Suez. This map is taken from

. 5= chekigng
S R reference 2.
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< Chongshag ! e o

The Russian military presence was ostensibly there as a policing operation to protect
the railway under construction from sabotage. Mail carried by the Russian Post Office
passing through occupied Manchuria often bears military cancellations. The many
Field Post Offices created by the military were transformed in January 1902 into
civilian establishments and were known thereafter as ‘sedentary’ post offices. The
civilian staff continued to use the military cancellers for some ti:

During the period of this correspondence, there were 68 misg
Missionary Society operating in China. In addition a furthg
societies were active in China at that time supporting arou

a truly large scale operation.

References:

LMS Archives - held by the School of Oriental and Asig
World Stamp Atlas. Rossiter and Flower. MacDonald/8
“Tombstone” Postmarks. Padget, Journal of Chinese j#
Stamps of the Russian Empire used abroad, pa
Railway. S D Tchilinghirian and W S'W Stepheng




Missionary Mail from Samoa

An envelope sent from Samoa to George Cousins in London in |
April 1903. It is franked with a 5c blue stamp of the 1894 r

or 1895 USA issue which has been cancelled with a Pago Pago
duplex postmark. :

There is a San Fransisco transit postmark dated 4 May and a l
London arrival postmark dated 13 May on the reverse.




Missionary Mail from Samoa

An envelope sent from Samoa to the LMS in London in August

1903. It is franked with a 5¢ blue stamp of the 1901 USA
issue which has been cancelled with a duplex postmark of
Pago Pago.

e

: i had“ﬂ”'f y
The Foreign Secretary, 7 1,¢ -~

London Missionary Society,
30 c;aﬁ227n314;1~u /GZrzzciL/
—~k4, Blomfield-Street,

LONDON, ¥/C.

There are no postal markings on the reverse.




Bishop Charles John Corfe

A letter and envelope from Rear Admiral Hamilton on HMS Good Hope at
Portsmouth in March 1909 to Church House enquiring how a letter should be
addressed to Bishop Corfe who has gone to Manchuria. Bishop Corfe was the
first Bishop in Korea from 1889 - 1904. Latterly he became a Naval Chaplin.

H.M.S.GOOD HOPE,
2"? CRUISER SQUADRON.

ﬁc‘v\,«_,&. iz ‘—”ﬂoﬁ

(0L Gorin Lensy /o> G Coifir
Ficd Bgesn o BBET dboiced Gul,

P

&()c)uweb ﬁ /5&)@0‘?@ Core / . Letho

—

ey
526««:;; Zecec tE. D, f’f’”zmg, & %f&«b celecenca
e -

gy

Y

e




William Laughton

A fragment of an envelope or wrapper sent by William Laughton
of the American Bible Society. It is franked with a 10c green
Chinese stamp and a pair of 10c purple/red stamps of the 1892
-96 hong Kong issue.

m : . ;
; m American Bible Soc
= CHUNGKING.

B William Latghton
8 i Supt.




A letter and envelope from Bernard Holmes sent in February 1913 to Church
House, London stating that he is giving his home address as Church house for the
next few months. He was to arrive on March 8th at Southampton and will come to
Church House to pay what is required. The envelope is franked with a 1d EVII
stamp which is cancelled by a double circle King Williams Town postmark.
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|
Bishop Walton

The enclosed letter from Bishop Walton in Antigua sent in June 1906 to the
Secretary of the Corporation of the Church House in London. I

BISHOP’'S LODGE, ‘
ANTIGUA, .'
B.W.1. l
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