British Army Field Offices In The Crimea 1854-6

The British force landed at Calamity Bay on 14 September 1854, the army disembarked and marched
to Balaclava. The provision of a proper mail service was hampered by a lack of suitable labour,

shipping movement details, dedicated transport and inappropriate accommodation. Additional Army il
Postmasters plus seven sorters were despatched from London. They arrived in Constantinople on 5 [
February 1855 and the service continued until peace was declared on 30 March 1856

The star between ciphers, often described as OXO was the second cancel used, from 1855 to 1856

1855-6 Star between ciphers (0XO0)
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Watermark small crown,
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Z22 1854 6d violet embossed
Cut to shape but on small original piece
Tied with very fine complete Star between ciphers “OX0O” cancel




British Army Field Offices In The Crimea 1854-6

The British force landed at Calamity Bay on 14 September 1854, the army disembarked and marched
to Balaclava. The provision of a proper mail service was hampered by a lack of suitable labour,
shipping movement details, dedicated transport and inappropriate accommodation. Additional Army
Postmasters plus seven sorters were despatched from London. They arrived in Constantinople on 5
February 1855 and the service continued until peace was declared on 30 March 1856.

The star between ciphers, often described as “OXO” was the second cancel used, from 1855 to 1856.
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British Army Field Offices In The Crimea 1854-6

Shortly after the outbreak of the Crimean War in 1854 a branch of the British Army Post Office was
established in Constantinople as a sorting and forwarding station for the vast numbers of letters
passing to and from the various units of the British forces in the Crimea, as well as those of the Turkish
contingent. Sub-offices were set up in the Crimea at Varna and later Balaclava and in Scutari.

This was the first office outside Great Britain to make use of British postage stamps. Mail originating,
or passing through Constantinople, was cancelled with the "Crown in Stars" or the “Star between
Ciphers OXO" cancels although other mail was cancelled in Great Britain. Peace was declared on 30
March 1856. The Army post Offices in Varna, Scutari and Balaclava were closed, while the Base Army
Post Office in Constantinople became the centre of the British postal service in the Levant

Two cancels were used, the crown between stars (1854-5) and star between ciphers (1855-6)
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also with London Inland Section 42 in diamond cancel




CRIMEA

Army Field Post Offices in the Crimea 1854-6

In July 1853, the Russians over-ran the principalities of Mdldavia and Wallachia, and a declaration of ar by
the Turks followed in October. On 27thy January 1854 Great Britain and France declared war on Russia.
The Army Post Office in Constantinople opened in June 1854.

From May 1854 by agreement with France, then uniform postage rate to England was 3d for \letters up to V2
ounce. Prepayment by British adhesives was accepted. The Army Post Office at Constantinople primarily
sent mail directly to London Foreign Branch office where the adhesives were cancelled.

British Army PO cancel London Foreign Office transit London Inland Office double cancel 46

Double cancels numbered 45, 46 and 47 and treble stamps numbered 48 and 49 were used to ease the
pressure upon the staff who were faced with thousands of letters;, each bearing strips of 3 adhesives which
had to be cancelled in a hurry to meet the night mails.

1854 (Aug 16" 1854) envelope from British Army in the Crimea to London. Front has in script “From the
British Army Crimea” and three 1d die | perf 16 red brown stamps. Cancelled on arrival in London on Aug
31% 1854 (London Foreign Department transit) and with a black British Army CDS for Aug 16" 1854.




CRIMEA

Army Field Post Offices in the Crimea 1854-6

1855 Envelope from British Army Crimea to Warwick carried by packet to London at a cost of 3d.

Front has in script “From the British Army Crimea” and three perforation 14 Large crown Die Il 1d red brown stamps.
Cancelled on arrival in London on 17" December by triple Inland Section No. 49 in dlamond (only used on triple
stamps) then to Warwick on 18", Reverse has blue circular Post Office British Army Dec 1% 1855

No letter enclosed, but a postscript, enclosing a piece of silk from the enemy’s uniform “ A small piece of a Russian
Officer's Jacket Lining”. An incredible piece of history!
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CRIMEA

Army Field Post Offices in the Crimea 1854-6

The Rusalan Smphen In March 1854 British troops together with an

expeditionary force from France were sent to
Turkey and the Crimea in support of the
Turks against the Russians. Initially it was
decided that the normal civilian postal
service to Turkey and the Black Sea was
sufficient. Mail was despatched from London
oy via the French 'overland route’ and onto

gkinit Gul¥

£ Lyt N Constantinople (now Istanbul). There it was
i it Feodosiya handed to the French Consular Postal
: 4l o Service who in turn passed it to the French
i Alma Army Post Office for distribution to the British
Sevastopoll/ s TR Army. Return French packets from
L* 4 Bataklava Constantinople to Malta carried mail where it

\-.,.ﬁvaua was transferred via the British Post Office
agent onto vessels bound for Southampton.

The outbound system from Britain proved to be both expensive and inadequate. The British set up Army
Post offices at Constantinople, Varna and Balaklava but it was not until February 1855 that the service
worked efficiently. A further Army Post Office was established at Scutari to provide postal services to the
Barrack Hospital staff and patients.

. t /
ZZ ////f/////%/

1856 small enveiope to Leamington, Warwickshire, unpaid with manuscript “3” and "via Marseilles” on the
front. The reverse has blue-green British Army Post office CDS code B for April 15™ 1856, London transit
stamp and Leamington green double ring stamp for April 29" 1856.




CRIMEA

Army Field Post Offices'in the Crimea 1854-6

During the Crimea campaign, post offices were set up at Constantinople and Scutari on the Bosphorus,
Balaclava on the Crimean peninsula and Varna, on the Black Sea in modern day Bulgaria.

This cancel, often in blue or green was found on the reverse of covers sent from the British forces in

Crimea. ‘
it c“f
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1855 small envelope to Cavendish Square London, sent unpaid with manuscript “3” i.e. 3d to pay on
collection on front. The reverse has a smudged blue-black British Army Post Office circular cancel dated
April 16™ 1855 and red London receiver.




CRIMEA

Army Field Post Offices in the Crimea 1854-6 1
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Crown between stars cancel

1854 Entire to Lady Bradford in London by her son in Yeni Bazaar near Varna, now in Bulgaria.

The front has three star-crown-star Z2 cancels and manuscript “via Marseilles”; stamps are pair and a single 1d die |
perf 16 plate 177. Z2 is not priced in Stanley Gibbons.

Reverse has blue-green smudged British Army Post Office cds Aug 29" 1854, black receiving mark Sep 9 1854 and red
SP 9 1854 mark. This is a very early cover using British stamps from \the Crimea.

Lady Bradford of 10 Chester Street Grosvenor Place London was a London socialite; contents include outbreak of
cholera and a fire in Varna “ part of Varna has been burnt down, all our stores and the bazaar” He says that he hears
“the French are exceedingly discontented at being kept there doing nothing and are getting quite mutinous.”

August 1854 (the letter was "written on August 21*') was a time of inactivity and preparation; on the 18th of September a
troop of the 11th Hussars (better known as the Light Brigade) was sent on a short march into the country for a
reconnaissance prior to the main march being made.
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H.M.S. Curacoa (on the left) with H.M.S5. Tribune and H.M.5.
Beagle in the ice off tl. ’p,1ssian fortress of Kinburn at the
mouth of the River Dnieper”%), the Black Sea coast during the
severe winter of 1855/56. H.a0 , Curacoa was a J1 gun screw
driven frigate of 1569 tons. 5u.S+ s launched at Sheerness 1in

1854 and was sold by the Navy in Lyxf.
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THE CRIMEAN WAR

ENTIRE JULY 15 1853 To FRANCE '™ WHICH THE WRITER SPEAKS ©F

GOWNG To WAR TOGETHER WiTH THE BRITISH FLEET AGAINST RUSS/IA .,

"ESCADRE DE LA MEDITERRANEE ~ (FRENCH MEDITERRANEAN SRUADRON)

DATE.STAMP  JuLy 15 1853. BACKSTAMP - DRAGIGNAN JuLy 2L, 1853

THE LETTER WAS WRiTTeEN ON BOARD THE "CHARLEMAGNE AT BE2\IKA
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' |'Armee d'Orjent',
bt s

5854- Cover to france tied ‘ARMEE D’ORIENT 23 NOV 1854’ pmk & hollow no.3( pmk-‘i
'In 1854 France joined England in the war against Russia fought in the Crimea, In the later |
|stages they were supported by the Sardinians. The French army was particularly successful|
[in the assault on Sebastopol. Because of the shortage of British ships, much of the early mallj'
from British forces was carried by French vessels. Mail from this campaign was marked: ‘;
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THE CRIMEAN WAR

THE CRIMEA WHERE THE BATTLES

T THE
TURKISH EMPIRE
1854

WERE FoUGHT 15 A PENINSULA

-~

OF SOUTHERN RUSSIA ©oN THe

NORTHERN SIDE OF THE BLACIC

SEA

CYPRUS

THE WOUNDED SOLDIERS WERE

BROVGHT To THE SCUTARI

DISTRICT O0F CoNSTANTINOPLE

WHERE THEN WERE MNURSED
THE_WEST COAST OF

TRE CRIMEA ~
The advance south from BY FLORENCE M\GHTI\NGALE
the landing places to 2

Balaclava

AND HER TEAM OF NURSES .
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