Tasmania's Coat of Arms was
granted by King George V on
21 May 1917. The shield
represents Tasmanian
industry: apples, a sheaf of
wheat, a branch of hops, plus
a ram. It is supported by two
Tasmanian tigers, now
extinct. Above the shield are
a red lion with a front paw

resting on a spade and pick
axe.

The motto, "Ubertas et
Fidelitas”", means "Fertility
and Faithfulness".

Floral emblem: Tasmanian
Blue Gum

Animal emblem: Tasmanian
Tiger (unofficial)

Bird emblem: Green Rosella
Parrot
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& . TASNDNIA

the 1853-60 period,
Ehat 1t is Seorce

The T Perforations

?In October 1902, the State Government (Tasmania) sought
PEIM1ssion to have stamps overprinted s ISL bk,

case of Oueensland and South Australia,
printing was not granted. Authotity was

as 1n the
Permission: O over—

punctured 'OS' stamps were supplied, in 1905, by the Govern-
ment Printer at Melbourne". (Australian Philatels e Bulletin)

The.-method used.to: perforate the stamps with a letter T
was a very unusual one. Nc special die was made, but an old
foot operated perforating machine was adapted by removing a
number of pins so that a line of holes could be made through
each stamp in one direction, then a second line was made to
form the shape of a letter T. The operation did not always
produce recognisable T's, instead there were perforations
lookamagidakenthe leterad L tor"ans inverted % and T's with
out the cross-bar (or down stroke). However the stamps were
punctured,” and-the probiliemeofhaving to xdealt with stamps of

difrerent size and shape.was overcome by this simple method.

According to Mr 0.G.Ingles the earliest date seen on one
of the T punctured stamps 1s 4 November 1902, and it was
postmarked at Fingal.

Many examples may be found on the Tasmanian Pictorial
l1ssues of the period 1899 to 1912, especially on the 1ld and
2d wallules. Another coliliector. G R i&. Searles,: told me that he
handled about: 1000 stamps: with T’ perforation when he had
some 150,000 Pletorilale~itorgosEhrough « This is.the most
interesting period because there is a varliety in the number

of holes making the letter T.

5/69
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Above are some few examples of the

—

—

different punctures to be found.
The number of holes in the EOp. Of

the T is counted:first . then the number
of holes in the upright stroke.

SE.xiE8

The tollowing dssthe comp:ietedld str-sdoss 5x4 535 536
OXDL L 6%6, X886, 8T anda 8 x8:

—

SN Coff the snumbers Urléess

tbe holes are very clear and are not overlapplng, as some-
tilmes happens.

Mr Scarles says that his examples of the 5x4 and 5x5 on
the Pictorials come on the 1892-99 issue; mostly on the *d
value. Mr. Ingles records only the 4d value with the 4x6
holes. The 6x6, 6x7, 7x6 and 7x7 seem to have been used on
more vales than the other combinations.

The T perfins are known to have been used on the stamps
of Tasmania as listcl below:

Queen's Head 1n Oval
Watermark: T A S
V over Crown
Crown over A

Oueen's Head in Circle
Watermark: T A S emeod hed, +10d 2 1 /-
5/-, 10/-
V over Crown 1/-
Crown over A 4cls 1 /-

Pictorials
Watermark: T A S lid=82¥sd3cd s 4d;, : 5d;;  6d

V over Crown teciie 16l v2a
Crown over A el e 2aike Bdde . dd, od®
IHek ool e

® —ecliectro andelivho " Sprintings

The puncture may also be found on Postcards.

5/69/Page 4
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£Some Of the postmarks seen on the Tawmanian Pictorials
Periorated "T" are Chudleigh, Enison, Golconda, Hythe,
Margate, New Norfolk, Newport, New Town.

The 6x6 T puncture was used on some of the Commonwealth
Stamps. My Carr ‘has the 1942 2:d ard the 1943 a2t the: T
pgrflns on Australian stamps are usually 5x5. Many issues
will have been used by the State Departments, the follow

-ing list is as reported by those members who returned
Worksheets.

Kangaroo lad=red; #8d olive (1915-23)
| od blue (1929-30)
King George V scagreen, ¥d orange, 1d red  1d green,

I=d red (1918=419)s P d=red, "8d-tl tra (19351
dd yellow-olive, 2d on 1%*d.

King George V1 *%d orange, 1ld green, 1ld maroon, 1l*d green,
2d scarlet, 1/- grey green.

1942- el el @2 el 2Ys
1950- 275G S
Queen Elizabeth 22scliinidid el D —
Commemoratives 1934 2d Macarthur, 2%»d Lawson, 2%d

Mueller, 2*>»d 1950 Stamp Centenary,

3d Tatrobe, 0 B Coreonatiiony 3td =2/ —
4d Centenary of South Australia,

3*d Swan, 4d Broken Hill.

The OS perfin used by the Federal Departments dates from
1904 (September 27th i1s the earliest date seen up to Now)
M #fngles says that the stamps:areiscarcel ion (CoViEl "Dl iale
easier to find in mint: state than Ethe YR Sperforated: s ssues

where they are very elusive when mint.

The OS stamps recorded are;
On the Queen's Head i1n Oval
gdi (Wmk .« Tas) , 9d (Wnmks V:over Erown)
On the Queen's Head 1n Circle
X Tod,  1/=, 2/6, 5/= El@= o lsEWmnk SR ais
etat e ]/~ Wmk. V over Crown:
On Ehe Plectorials
Wmk: Tas,;, 3d,; 4d; SdR6cl
Wmk V. over Crown bsdis asiliclaeaiel
Wmk Crown over A lda 26 = dcha o

Readers are referred to "Tasmania - The Perforated Offieials

and Other Punctures", by 0.G. Ingles. Published 1n
"philately from Australia December 196/.
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