BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

FIRST AIR-MAIL

BETWEEN ENGLAND & INDIA

This cover despatched on the 24™ July 1930 from Wellington, a town in the South of India which has an
Army training barracks featured in “Billy Connelly’s Who do you think you are”. Sentby land to
Bombay; then to Karachi Air and the by air to U.K. Postage 8 Annas.




The Air Mail rate for letters was reduced in 1936 to 71/2 Annas and the printed envelope was surcharged
ac¢cordingly.

BY AIR MAIL

" PAR AVION

To,
The Director of Administration,

The School of Insurance,
<,VWest Regent Street,

GLASGOW Cs2.

ENGLAND.

The first Air Mail envelope for % Annas was issued in 1933.
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! BY FIRST FLIGHT
MADRAS—CEYLON .

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

C. M. ANTHONY Esaq.
Y No. 1, MARSHALL ST. THIRD
MUTWAL

COLOMBO
(CEYLON) PSR

Throughout the 1930’s, Air Mail postage became increasingly common and mail was carried all over
India by air. In 1933, the air link between Calcutta and Karachi was opened .This enable mail from the
business community to be sent and transferred to the Karachi-London service.




Two covers which were sent part of the way to the U.K. by Airmail.

The first cover despatched from Calcutta on the 21* March 1928 with the instruction Air Mail via
Magsailles. Note the postage. 5 Annas

Q,:,\-M.c’-l S
Nareeille s Lonelon

The second cover despatched from Dalhousie Cantonment, a city in the Punjab, North West India , on the
i August 1928. Note the assumed route. The postage 8 Annas. Note ,also, the handstamp “BY AIR and
the blue Adhesive AIR MAIL

Vm fuara, Lcu/rv Neredls,)
or




INDIAN AIR MAILS
The advantages of an Air Mail Service to and from the U.K. were recognised from the early part of the
1900°s and much of the pioneering work was done by the R.AF. In 1919 , a Handley Page aircraft took
off on the 113™ December 1918 from the UK. and reached Karachi on the 17™ January 1919.
It was not until the formation of the Imperial Airways in 1924, however, that concrete
steps were taken to develop a commercial air route from the U K. to India. Between 1927 and 1929,
varipus sections of the route were opened up, but it was not until 1929 that a through air service was
started. The first Air Mail service left Karachi on the 7 April 1929 and reached Croydon , U.K. on the
14" April.
Two covers sent by Air for part of the way
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BY AIR MAIL
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By Air Mail.

ONE ATINA THRE - PIES ||

W.M.,MeLachlan, dsq.,

Secretary, F.M,C

e Ve y

121 George Street,
Edinburgh,

ocotland.
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- Monsieur Ch. XUENEGEL,
Courtier Assermenté
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93, Bodlevard de Strasbourg,.-93
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AIR MAIL SERVICE BY
IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AND
INDIAN TRANS-CONTINENTAL
AIRWAYS — THROUGH
INDIA TO CALCUTTA
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INDIA TO CALCUTTA AARON A.D.JENSEN.

% OF IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LTD.,
VICTORIA STATION,
LONDON,S.W. 1.

ENGLAND.

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AND
INDIAN TRANS-CONTINENTAL
AIRWAYS — THROUGH
INDIA TO CALCUTTA

% OF IMPERITAL ATRWAYS

VICTORIA STATION,

LONDON,S.W.1.
ENGLAND,
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OPENING OF THE REGULAR

AIR MAIL SERVICE BY 3 <~

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AND 3 5

INDIAN TRANS-CONTINENTAL oy
AIRWAYS — THROUGH

INDIA TO CALCUTTA . : AARE@’?S A.D.JENSEN.
¢ OFIMPERIAL ATIRWAYS LTD.,
‘VTICTORIA STATION,
LONDON,S.W.1.
ENGLAND.
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BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

HUNTLEY & PALMERS
BISCUIT MANUFACTURERS,
READING (ENGLAND)

BY AIR MAIL
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BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

FROM:- Tele.—“DIVIPL.”

RATILAL & Co.

MORARJI GOKULDAS MARKET, KALBADEVI ROAD,

BOMBAY, 2.

TO,

/%w/v M/gMM5Jd‘ABX\/L

First Fllgut by Indla,--
Transcontinental Airways.
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C.V. D'Eca f£sqr.
“BY AIR MAIL '

PAR AVION 6 Dupleix Lane,

New Delhi.




An Airmail Postcard printed by the Security Press, Nasik colour printed
blue on buff and issued on the 24" June 1931 prestamped with a Four
Anna stamp. This postcard sent from Ahmednagar City on the 23 July
1931 to the U.K. with Handstamp BY AIR in a circle.. No arrival date.
Sender clearly does not trust airmail postage.

Myddelton Lodge.

Kewstoke Road.
Worlebury.
Weston-super.lMzre.

: SOMERSET .
ENGLAND,

?) Via Chunking (The Hump) until Japan entered the War. Note the considerable
increase in the cost of Postage

3Y AIR" MAIL

PAR AVION'

A HURCH oF SCoTLAND.
121 GEVRGE ST, -
ED/NBuRGH

SCOTLAND




A First Flight cover on the Karachi-London schedule. Posted in Karachgi on the 5™ April 1929. The
Afrmail rate 8 Annas. The first “By Air” hand stamp and the first adhesive Blue sticker..

With the outbreak of World War 2, the Mediterranean Area was closed to commercial aircraft and
therefore Air Mail postal services were suspended.

Air Mails were sent by two routes.
1) Via Lagos in Africa,
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BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

|/BY AIR“MAIL.

FIRST AIR MAIL
AMREL| - BARODA.
ATH. MAY 1940

¥
““BY AIR IN INDIA ™

FIRST AIR MAIL
BETWEEN
AMRELI & BXRODIA BHAVNAGAR

Mr. Stanny D!Souzs, '

C/Oo Mr,. I' G, Parekh,

Ishwar Bhuwan Plot, Adweney St
¥ temp Co,

BHAVNAGAR )
. Adwaney Stamp Co., 26 Nicholson Roed,
26, N1oEOLsoN Roap, LAHORE,

LAHORE, (India).
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BY AT WAIL FROM KAPASITS |
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BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

J. 7. King Bsqr.,

VN Y|

60. Durham Road,
Bast Finchley,

Englanad. London. W.2.

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

Messrs Pickering & Partners Ltd.,
Lep House,

bert Street :
Ajper \ MANCHESTER,

ENGLAND.
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BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION
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