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With its brown background and black. % th produced by stone Ii bography this
submitted stamp is completely sound and without faults and, unusually. has all of: its pertor
‘near-pertectly intact. It is (fom position #20 of the. heet of 200 subjects (the twentieth st 1mp of the first
row). OFf the vertical franster matrices, eathi-of ten types, from which the 1w printing stones were
produced. it-is of background transter type ¥ and-pverprint transter type 1( showhigsa small indentation
in the top of the lerter sad (<@-) of its central word, “Masr" ... a constant flaw tound onfy in the overprint
of pos. #20). With its perforations gaugir on all four sides. it is Eorrectly from a corner of the sheet.
Normally. a.stamp perforated 13 on. any side. when it is able.to.be: _ared shown to.be rom the outer
two columns aﬂd/or rows ot the sheet. This is because ofithe fact that-on many (possibly on all) sheets
of the majority ot.1i s of the Jirst Issue (appar ception of most of the 2 piastres
_sheets and most-of 1} éefs) both a: plleml r i a peripheral column of stamps
were lett imperfotate. most Ilkely ds a result-o o edges having served as a tinger-hold during
the teeding of the sheets into the 12 %gauge -machine. For reasons that remain a mystery, the sheets
were not immediately turned around to finiskithetr lm,verfbmte edges. This was accomplished (apparently
later) on a machine gauging 13, thus tesulting in outerrow and/or outer-column
stamps with various combinations of perts gauging 12% and 13 ... and, on only one
corner stamp per sheet ... the rare-examples gauging 13 on all sides ... such as
the submitred example. 1 have applied my & & Hew authentication mark, in violet.
to the reverse of the stamp. cz'
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