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1828 (29 Apr) EL redirected from Rathanga to Dublin with “RATHANGA / 28” mileage mark and
two very fine strikes of the red “B” within Crown Dublin inspectors handstamp.
An interesting and personal letter within. Ex Littaur

1803 (23 Feb) EL to the Earl of Moira from Dublin to London with superb strike of the circular
‘FREE / date / DUB’ plus fine red ‘apple-shape’ London Free mark. Neat closed tear well- clear of
the postal markings, superb red wax seal on reverse. Ex Littaur
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1834 Entire to Wandsworth via Irish Sea Packet with superb
‘Bagnalstown' strike in black, repaired tear and some soiling but a very
scarce mark [only recorded by Kane in 1833).

3400/SAM142 www.apexstamps.com
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THE IRISH POSTS

The privilege
was supposed to
be used  only
when parliament
was in session,
but | this rule
was | generally
ignored,
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Cheating was 8o 9%
prevalent - that when

a crackdown was made o 2
in Wexford, Clonmel 27 71//4 s
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and Waterford there
sere as many illegal )
letters as properly s p)
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THE IRISH POSTS
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The widowed Lady Margaret Blessington did not have
the free franking privilege-—— but she had plenty of
friends who did and who were ready to help her. The
10 letters in this group were all written by Lady
Blessington to her Dublin lawyers and were signed
by different holders of the free franking privilege.

The letters also show varieties of the Crowned
Cirele free frank applied in London by the postal
inspectors who checked the signatures,




THE IRISH POSTS
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Another illegal usg.Grocer's bill for items sold to privilege holder.



THE IRISH POSTS

///

| TR N S W W AR

The Free Frank privilege was greatly abused. Privilege
holders extended favors to their friends and associates by
mailing their letters for them.,  All they had to do was
sign the outside of the letter when it was ready for the
post, or even sign blank sheets by the score and give or
sell them to others for later mailing. | This is a typical
example, The Barl of Blesinton's signature (in later years
the name was changed to 'Blessington') is not in the same
handwiiting: asitherrest 6f bhellétter: and address, It iis
a private business letter from his lawyer to an assoriate
and has nothing to do with the Earl himself.
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; Originally, the
y // / signature alone
: 4 4 was sufficient.
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Not only were
bl ank sheets
signed but the
signatures were
often forged.

- &3
Later it was ruled o Pl
that the letter 04& 0 }
mst be addressed, VI e |
dated and signed {

all in the same

handwriting so the : 9 Mm@é fdu—

favor was granted

after the letter

was written. e 5
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