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HRH ¥ H.R. HARMER, INC

Global Philatelic Nelwo K
Fine Stamp Auctions, Since 1940

3 3 2 5 South Alrica - Anglo-Boer War 3ZINEW ZEALAND-Ma] Robin's Regiment;
1800 Soldier's Postal Card to Auckland, Orange Free Stale %d postal card (used strictly as
a convenience) uprated with Orange Free State V.R.I. (raised stops) 10 on 1d, cancelled by
British FPO MY 4 00 cancels. Auckland 6 JE amival cancel on face, card datelined

Tel: 800.782.6771 | +1.714.389.9178 | Fax: 714-389-9189
2680 Walnut Ave, Suite AB, Tustin CA 92780

Emaitinfo@hrharmer.com | www.hrharmer.com
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1901, BOER WAR, OFFICIAL %2d + '2d V.R.I. POST CARD, SENT FROM
"THABA 'NCHU" NATIONAL BANK OF THE ORANGE FREE STATE,
BLOEMFONTEIN, TO C.T. WITH F.P.R. CENSOR MARK PRICE = Fa®
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Early Usage : April 1900
Bloemfontein to Malvem : 21 April 1900

The Second Setting overprint was also made up from the same font as the Postage
Setting but the dimensions are now the same as that setting i.e. overall width 12,5 mm

and space between letters and value 9,0 mm. The “thick V* is replaced by 2 normal *V*
and stops are raised. There is no stop after value.The setting was used to overprint the
two reply-paid values and the 1897 three-halfpence provisional. Issued in April 1800.
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BOER WAR: 03 December,1900.

Official Oranje Vrij Staat Reply Paid Post Cards, with green Oranje Vrij Staat half
penny postage mark and %d & V.R.L overprint and a small single circle
Bloemfontein, 03 December, 1900 date stamp. In superb condition. The V.R.L
overprint stood for Victoria chma Imperatnx This was used to show British
Occupation. i — - —

ORANJE VRI] STAAT
(BINNEN AN D HE DIENSI)

ANTW PN RITR A \ RRIRW VYAART
Al u()OlH DULAL ’ ‘)nlux‘ AAAQd




FOURTH SETTING
'Reply-paid Cards

OR AN JFESCVERET T S IANANT N
':’V.B.I.

(BINNENLANDSCHE DIENST)

ANTWOORD BETAALD { 35%) BRIEF KAART

v('ix-_.i\nx

| 4d |
o 'f Haive penny. |

i
SLECHTS HET ADRES AAN DEZE ZYDE TE WORDEN GESCHREVEN.

ANTWOORD.

"“Novmal” Voo&l?ﬂ.f‘b
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jesei]
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= |
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O AN E A VAR STESS SIEACACT
2y
ANTWOORD BETAALD (\;\) BRIEF KAART

quRlQ

|

|

Len penny. |

Oranje

¥ damagee) Vi

The V'’ with\démaged serifs and the damaged foot to ‘1’ in the case of the
overseas rate card persisted when the reply-paid cards were printed.




THIRTEENTH PROVISIONAL SETTING

HALF-PENNY SEVENTH PRINTING '
fDam.aged"K’ and ‘A’

Initial State

BRI1E

172( 177 e

Fauresmith to Dordrecht
29 June 1896 |

BRIEF

S )i %(%/

Intermediate
State |

T.203

It Mowedtiih /1 Jw/w’o 1

domajeé K x A

Final State!

Winburg to Cape Town
10 September 1896 |

T.758

f ”’/ L '/é\, LI

At a late stage of the higher value printing foreign matter lodged on the ‘K’ the ams of
which were also damaged. During the subsequent printing of the Half-Penny card a fault
also developed on the second ‘A’. Three states are recognised in this progressive fault.




THIRTEENTH PROVISIONAL SETTING:
HALF- PENNY 7th & THREE HALF-PENCE 4th PRINTINGS
Arms Die 4 (Sharp Point) : May / June 1895

Bultfontein to Blo

Weak printing .
- .z s A

This Setting takes two forms which differ only in the adhesive stamp used : Half-Penny
chestnut for local use, and Two Pence mauve for overseas use. The latter was
overprinted Three Half-Pence in red in a separate operation to meet the U.P.U. rate.

wWeaxK ?c'\r\\irj

‘BRIEF KAART’ was re-set, again with a broken ‘B’ but normal ‘R’ and with a sm_a"er
stop, and was 92,25mm overall. The ‘R’ and ‘T’ are 1,0mm closer than the previous
settings. Printing evidence indicates that a small quantity of Half-Penny were printed,

then the higher value, followed by a larger quantity of the Half-Penny with damaged ‘K.




SIXTEENTH PROVISIONAL SETTING
Half Penny Eleventh Printing:

Arms Die 4 (Blunt) — May 1897 !

Brandfort to Bloemfontein : 9 November 1897 |

‘BRIEF KAART' was re-set at 94,5 mm. with a nomal ‘B’ but with a T’
with rounded comers. The address lines remained tight but the bottom
line is curved at the right and the ‘T’ of ‘Te’ has lost the curl at the foot.




laghe 150 beges 26 22 :

EIGHTH PROVISIONAL SETTING'

Internal destinations

Bloemfontein to Ventersburg Road : 23 January 1893

Receiver : P.K.Agent Ventersburg Road : 24 January 1893 '

Rouxville to Zastron : 11 February 1893/

RSN
BRILF {3 ;) KAART.




EIGHTH PROVISIONAL SETTING
HALF-PENNY THIRD PRINTING

Arms mé?

Rouxville to Zastron : 26 March 1893

“Gap in right flag

BRIEF L,ﬂﬁ'%‘é:'k st

T.602

- Gap in right flag 1
State 2

Gap in right flag State 3

BRIEF

Skew printing ! 2

i
| |
"
B

The value for the Seventh Setting surcharge énd ORANJE VRIJSTAAT wére removed
from the forme and address lines with small ‘Aan’ and ‘Te’ were added. The Half penny
chestnut of 1882 was used. Printing pressure was inadequate and alignment was poor.




NINTH PROVISIONAL SETTING
HALF-PENNY FOURTH PRINTING

Arms Die 2 : May 1893

Canted ‘B’ | o gk Hollow stop

A : Straight stroke |

Vredefort to Johannesburg

"(-(Jprated_fc';»One Penny | for Transvaal)

T.721 31E
T.689

Ventersburg to East London |
"28 May 1895 |
(Half-Penny rate to Cape)

“BRIEF KAART' is re-set 93 mm. with loosely-packed ‘B’ which shifted in position and
which does not print fully. There is a spike on the foot curl of ‘R’ and a stop which
shows varying degrees of impression. Re-set address lines have large ‘Aan’ and ‘Te'.




THIRD SETTING

Reply-paid Cards

@R AN JFE SVER] STAAT SEEEEaRYTEN.
Sender’s View

re‘-,"z‘x\
ANTWOORD BETAALD ((: > BRIEF KAART

SLECHTS HET ADRES AAN DEZE ZYDE TE WORDEN GESCHREVEN.

Oranje

Xen penny. |

e

R

O:R AN JES V RIRESG ARl
(BINNENLANDSCHE DIENST) Ve L

o

=1 ) :- =

ANTWOORD BETAALD \ €55\ BRIEF KAART c|
vy 11 id | |

ool [ Halve penny. |

SLECHTS HET ADRES AAN DEZE ZYDE TE WORDEN GESCHREVEN.

DE AANGEMECHTE KAART 15 BEDOLLD ANTWOORD.

VOOR MET ANTWOORD.

Reply View|

ViR NP S S A A
\LANDSCHE DIENST)

=) 3

{ )
IMMUWAADT DOMR AT n : AADT
ANTWOORD BETAALD BRIEF KAART

ORANJE
(BINNED

SLECHTS MET ADRES AAN DEZE ZYD T WORDEN GESCHREVEN

Bloemfontein to Cape Town : 20 November 1900 |
“Type 90

TNer ’P(ch\'hCJl QJ




FOURTH SETTING

Single Cards : One Penny

Baméged V

Oranje

E en xsnny.

‘D'a‘rﬁagﬁ&

(Excess franking)

Bloemfontein,
to London
1 July 1900

Bloemfontein local : 30 June 1900

*‘

(Second E as F and
OV S not removed)




FIFTH SETTING
State D

One Penny Reply-paid : Overprint deterioration

ORANTE: MV RDSESE A B T

i

ANTWOORD- BETAALD | \\ J> BRIEF KAART

SLECHTS HET ADRES AAN DEZE ZYDE TE WORDEN GESCHREVEN.

S e

O RIATN BRIV Rl] SEl ACAEY

/) BRIEF KAART

R T
Oranje

OQIRANS e SV RIS S S A TAE]
ANGEMECHTE KAART 15 DEDOE 7S N

ANTWOORD BETAALD ((S55)) BRIEE KAART

x5

SLECHTS HET ADRES AAN DEZE ZYDE TE WORDEN GESCHREVEN.

Boshof to Deventer|
Holland \. [7(9 ;/ g

10 October 1900 | (o9 1998 4)) Y OMW,

182 Lyﬁwtq FVMMV‘W‘"’

D tdsin- { /Z/ma% r{ﬂ

One Penny Reply-paid cards from Group 2(b) showing deterioration of stops




FOURTEENTH PROVISIONAL SETTING

SUB-SETTING A : HALF-PENNY EIGHTH PRINTING

July 1895 — Arms Die 5|

Ficksburg to Winburg : 16 September 1895

RS

This setting introduced a new group with BRIEF KAART set at only 85,0mm. and with a
‘B’ having a damaged top serif, and a split T". The address lines were re-set with small
Aan and Te. There were three sub-settings, the first two with an additional surcharge.
Sub-setting A used the Half-Penny chestnut with the heading lowered for the surcharge.




"THIRD SETTING — MAY 1900
Single Cards : Half Penny

O AN A A O S A AN A R A AR AR A A A A A A A AR R T A A AR |

BRIEF ('" KAART

Half penny.

__B_Ioemfontein_,
10 March 1903

Late use to Cape Town

T L e e

v

(&) xaarT,

= Depanie

T e T g P S T e

“Type 644 — Yearas 0

o AR AR AR AN RN AR A AN AR AN AR AR 0|

This setting was identical to the previous one except that the stops were level with the
base of the letters. During the printing some weakness or damage occurred to thg right
serif of the ‘V". The three values of single cards and both reply cards were overprinted.




FIFTH SETTING - JULY 1900
State A (i) : Clear impression
V.R.l. - 11 mm. and space 9 mm. (24 points)’

Group 6(a)| %
All stops of equal sze OIR AN T E VR IS
and square and clean. (BINNENLANDSCHE DIENST)

1
/ \ .

ANTWAADDY RETAATY \ | Y ol i Dm

Altl n(}{)nll ImU.};LD / 1} RILF 1’[‘3“ lx'l

Group 6(b): S
SLECHTS HET ADRES AAN DEZE ZYDE TE WORDEN GESCHREVEN.

Damaged stops after 'V and 'd'| ‘ A DNT W gl

R e

SR e —

Half penny. | |

BRIEF (gw KAART

O R AN [P EA VAR TS ST s ~

(BINNENLANDSCHE DIENS 18 7 ST

(\/?—1\111 0 ‘éV.R 3 Group 3

army nx Y { -~ | ' o ¥ - ” —_ —
ANTWOORD BETAALD ((S35§) BRIEF KAART Bl | VWomeoes

OO I} E Al IJD QL) I)I\I..A[ AA \K. ! %d~ i~ Larger after 'V’

¥ <4 1
- v ilalve penny

SLECHTS HET ADRES AAN DEZE ZYDE TE WORDEN GESCHREVEN. “d‘obOVC"i

The remaining stocks of all values were overprinted using a non-senffed font and issued
in July 1900. Three settings have been identified but the bulk of the stocks received the
first of these — the Fifth Setting. Numerous variants have been identified but wear and
type movement may be attributed as causes of many. The present analysis is based on
original research but cross-referencing is made to references quotedin the Bibliography.
Here, defined states (A to E) are described and shown. The first of these initially has
sharp, clean type ; V.R.l. is +/- 11mm. and the space between V.R.l. and top of ‘d’ is 9mm

Note : Groups as described by Allison in OFSSC Bulletin # 149 ;
Poilts conversion : Crandel in OFSSC Bulletin # 175. i




ONE PENNY POSTCARDS

Specimen Overprints

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
ORANGE RIVER (‘OLONY (COLONIE D'ORANGE RIVER) |

rv—.—.-- g Pr———

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
ORANGE RIVER COLONY (COLONIE D'ORANGE RIVER)
" . s

POST CARD % ) CARTE POSTALE

‘Q‘g ! T\r\i NS~

THE ANNEXID. CARD 1S INTENDED
FOR THE ANSWER

LA CARTE CI-JOINTE LST DEGTINEE  *
A LA REPONSE

S—

For an unknown reason De La Rue's overprint of specimen postal stationery in June
1902 was bolder than that printed in July. The specimens above show that the single |
card, printed on 26 June 1902, has a bolder overprint than the reply-paid of 10 July 1902




FIFTH SETTING
“State D

V.R.l. - 11,5 mm. and space 27 points

w

~Stops square — that
after 'I' slightly larger

“Group 2(@) |

“Group 2(b) |
All stops wom

o B oon sno a0 v

()RA.\'j E VR TSR AT

. Sk

ANTWOORD BETAALD '\\'157')3) BRIEF KAART
,:"//r~

SLECHTS HET ADRES AAN DEZE ZYDE TE WORDEN GESCHREVEN.

....____,.
|

[ Oranje_ |

Len penny.

State D reflects another renewal of type, and tightening against movement, so that
space was increased to 27 points — slightly over 10 mm. In this state the remaining
stocks of One Penny single and reply-paid cards were overprinted. A heavier but clean
printing initially with a strong stop after ‘I’ but deteriorating during the reply card printing




SIXTH SETTING'
'OVERPRINT : VARIATION STATES

_D\éie_ﬁoralt—ing Stor.;s— ’

Bloemfontein fo Kroonstad : 11 February 1903

B VSV VU U A TS AR ARG OV AU

rv‘r:rnr"v

ATV

0-*4” iTEl

[ 5 I

AMMM‘; WLl i) J.LAJ-LAJ— vy

_J
AR

(B

AU U U U U U AU U U S A U U U U A AN AN VARV

BRIEF

(3 0/”)7 -

A AR AR A R WV PPV

The variant here shows progressive weakening coupled with deterioration of | I
the stop after ‘R’ and the wedged-shaped stop after ‘I'. Also, the top of the ‘1’ |
in the fraction deteriorates progressively with the serif weakening to a point. |




FIFTH SETTING
State B V.R.Il. — 11mm. and space 25 points

4“*

T N N e

bl LT 3
Group 6(a) . E

,Overprint sharp} : - 4 :
stops of equal size |

al f—ponn\:

s

Je.

Qi Iy T T T Y e e T T A T

Whereas State A had a space of approximately Smm. between V.R.I. and ‘d"equating |
with 24 points, State B is 25 points — just under 9.5mm. The type has been renewed.

State C V.R.I. - 11,5mm. and space 26 points

Group 7(a) |

P | ' i
Fedndn el . BRIEF g‘) KAART

A A A A A A VU UV UG UV UU VNG

alf penny.

UV

Ei
1S

HAERE

BRIEF )) KAART

LS/(/M

UGV AN TN UG

Group 7(b)!
A sharp impression with
g :
Je. Square equal stops, but
: Smaller than Group 6(a)
A O A T A o ey TV U TR A T Heavier impression with

broken stop after the ‘d'

In State C the space is again increased — from 25 to 26 points (9,75mm.) i.e. less than
10mm. Type is still fresh — initially sharp and even, later wom with stop after ‘d’ broken.




FIFTH SETTING
State A (i) : Large stop after 7

A A AR A AR A A A W U T U UV O
NNV VUL RN AU VIO
= "G ol

~Group 1(b)| _ s
Wk ormieing BRIEF Q\@ KAART

L

=L7a8

Oranje

Srn....... g 78 . St el

\ \N
thice o

TR A VAR A i)

V.R.I.is 11mm.and space 9mm. Printing is heavier and stops slightly rounded. The larger
stop after ‘I' characterises this state. The stop after V' weakens. Here, the capped stop
after ‘R’ is seen. This appears to be intermittent but is also reported by Hisey and Bartshe

State A (iii) : Split "R’

—
Group s(d) T AT A AUV UV VUV VUYUuio)]

Early state of ‘Crack in R’

BRIEF

&
z
o
H

alf’ penny.

A AUV AR AU UUIY RO AU AUV U UUUU U TUUUUL)
T T Tt T T T T T T YT QAU UUIO |
E R 15

E

v

AN
BRIEF (\\J KAART

Dy

=\ a8

T

AR AR AN ANAARA NN AR

___ Group 6(e)
WA E Final state : '‘R-split |
; and all stops wom |

SRRARAARRRARARN AUV U

A A AN A A AN R A U U SV U U U UG UG UL

—

The type continued to deteriorate. The larger stop after ‘I remains. The ‘R’ developed
a horizontal break which eventually seperated upper and lower parts : Final State A.




SIXTH SETTING — JULY 1900

V.R.I. - 10 mm. and space 11.5 mm.

Kroonstad to Hanover (Germany) : 19 July 1900

T o L T T et T e eV e e o s v oo

"Postmarks : Type 472

B A VU VU UV LU UL

E-.’J- T T T T g VT AU TV UV UG VU VUL UL

Oranje

15
AU Ha pcnn;: !

B RV A U DU U I AN AN AT UG UV VU A U AN U AN U UU U WUV UL UG

The type used is the same as the previous Setting, but in its worn state. Apart from the |
dimensions the setting is characterised by having an ‘R’ with a rounded top comner. The
stop after ‘V’ is also consistently weak or missing. The Half Penny carmine made up the |
bulk of this setting but some remainders of the Half Penny reply card were included.




FOURTEENTH PROVISIONAL SETTING
'SUB-SETTING C : HALF-PENNY NINTH PRINTING

October 1895 — Arms Die 5.

- BRIEF @&&ml
‘Gemaged’ BY R T NS
KXAYA .

Kroonstad to Cape Town 27 May 1896

c//u// ’Z/][/‘/ %/(Q,,,
e

Clie e

U~

I 0212

ey F(ao'\nd al wuse

The value type was removed and the setting adjusted to compensate. '




FOURTEENTH PROVISIONAL SETTING

SUB-SETTING B : THREE HALF-PENCE FIFTH PRINTING

October 1895 — Arms Die 5 |

BRIEF

Winburg to London : 4 July 1896

Ao //Q/,/ vishs I /e //

Z <

rLonden bl

72 4. yf.iq/'_f'éq %224 ( :
ol o SU //{’// LLZ712 [{/// Elld

“V\oou:‘)‘ o

Winbuy

§ Cancetttion

After the Half-Penny run a heavy ‘1" was inserted to create the new value, centered over |
the Arms. Otherwise the setting was unchianged. The stamp was the Two Pence mauve.




FIFTEENTH PROVISIONAL SETTING
SUB-SETTING B : THREE HALF- PENCE SIXTH PRINTING

Hand-stamped ‘d’

‘d’ slightly higher than normal

A4
No sTof " afier A

Thicker print

_SUB§ETﬂNG C : THREE HALF- PENCE SEVENTH PRINTING |

Centred value with _stop |

W
: sYoP' ofker Ae
Thinner print

\ p—

unused

The surcharge was re-sef with ‘d’ and stop, all centred over the shield. The ‘R’ is now
showing further signs of wear, being weak at the top, with the top serif disappearing. '
On 1 January 1898 the O.V.S. became a member of the U.P.U. so that the overseas
rate to member countries fell to One Penny. This was thus the last printing of the value.




FIFTEENTH PROVISIONAL SETTING
SUB-SETTING B : THREE HALF- PENCE SIXTH PRINTING
Hand-stamped :‘g{’ 1
‘d’ spaced low |

V

unused

‘d’ canted and weakly struck !

Ladybrand to Pretoria :.27 February 1899 '

T.494

Excess-rated at|
three Half-Pence
to Pretoria

When a supply of the overseas card was called for, the standing type for the |
Half Penny card was adjusted down {o compensate for the 11/2d surcharge
fo be inserted. The printer centred this on the shield omitting the ‘d” value
designation. This was found unacceptable and ‘d’ was added by hand-stamp.




FIETEENTH PROVISIONAL SETTING
SUB-SETTING A : HALF PENNY TENTH PRINTIN_G

Stage 2 - Orange-Yellow stamp : March 1897

KAART.

Bloemfontein to Cape Town : 30 September 1899

A further supply of Half-Penny cards was called for early in 1897. With the"
chestnut stamp having been replaced by an orange-yellow version in October
1896, this was the only difference between this printing and that of 1896.




FIFTEENTH PROVISIONAL SETTING
'SUB-SETTING A : HALF- PENNY TENTH PRINTING

Heilbron to Cape Town : 11 February 1896

San_ M\Q/,)'I\M\KN___ oo Pa
%\Q\ﬁ?&ow% L oua ¢ DSV

21

¢

“The dimensions of the previous setting are unchanged although the split T’ was
replaced, but not the damaged ‘B'. The address line segments are fighter. The loop
of the /J” of Je’ starts to weaken and then fails altogether during this printing run.




