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INTRODUCTION

Ecuador, on the Pacific coast of South America, is a land of steaming
jungles and snow-capped Andean peaks. More than twenty active volcanoes
tower over the towns and villages, while vividly colored birds and lush tropical
flowers enliven the countryside. Nature, in Ecuador, presents violent con-
trasts; and its politics have been marked with conflicts equally as dramatic.
Ecuador’s natural political and economic scene is mirrored in its stamps.

From the time Ecuador became an independent republic in 1830, many
political factions have sought power. Each faction had its spokesman — those
who favored confederation with other South American states, those who re-
jected it, those who favored the aristocracy and a strong clergy, and those
who opposed both. Among these major spokesmen were Juan Jose Flores, a
friend of Bolivar who fought against the Royalists and became Ecuador’s
first president; and Vicente Rocafuerte, the nation’s second president who led
the opposition against Flores’ aristocratic policies.

While Ecuador issued stamps commemorating the men who shaped its
history, the productive activities of its people were also recognized. Several
stamp designs reflect the country’s agricultural economy, with tobacco, cacao,
and sugar cane as the subjects. Another issue shows hat weavers at work —
Panama hats are made in Ecuador.

The ancient Indian tribes who specialized in shrunken heads, the iguanas of
the Galapagos Islands, the volcanic mountains of Chimborazo and Cotopaxi—
these, too, are part of the fascinating story revealed in the stamps of Ecuador.
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ECUADOR

A republic of South America which straddles the equator, after which it was named. Area:
116,270 square miles; Population: 4,169,000 (1959); Capital: Quite 267,000; Language:
Spanish. Currency: 100 Centavos — 1 Sucre (1881).
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