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MEMEL - KLATPEDA.

HISTORY .

Founding of Klaipeda. Eberhardt von Sein the vice-
master of the Livonian Order builds a wooden castle
at the mouth of the Dane River. The fortifdications
become known as "Memmefburg" since the Orden mistakenty
took the Curonian Lagoon for the mouth of the Memet
River.

The city 4is granted city status and &5 subject to
attacks from Lithuanian and Zemaifija tribes.

Despite the crushing defeat the Lithuanian-Polish
armies inflict on the Teutonic Knights at the battle
of Tannenberg, Memel stays in the hands of the Onrdex.
Fines destroy Large parts of Memel.

Swedes conquern the city and destroy L%.

The plague kills at Least 3,000 inhabitants.

Russian occupation.

Memelf becomes, for a shont #ime, the capital of
Prussia as King Fredenic Wilhelm 111 settles here
while retreating from Napoleon's armies.

The fLast big fire destroys Large parts of the city.

The Versailles Treaty puts Klaipeda and "Memeffand"
under French administration.

Lithuanian insurngents chase the French out. Klaipeda
becomes Lithuanian.

According to the secret photocods of the Hitler-
Stalin pact. Klaipeda is undern the German sphere of
influence.

Adol{ Hitlen pressures Lithuania with an wltimatum Lo
give up Klaipeda and comes personatly Zo Memef o
proclaim it's incorporation in the German Reich.

Post under German administration §rom 231d March 1939.
The Red Atmy entens Klaipeda after heavy fighting.

Lithuania is annexed by the Soviet Union and Klaipeda
closed Lo foredgnens.

Visited Klaipeda on the "BALTIC MERCHANT" (23xd
April. )

Lithuanian independance restored on the 11th March.




MEMELGEBIET .
| | I A : | [
w MEMELGEDB ¢ ‘. \
GERMANY |
SGREIFENIE M A \i IWE 'tU\!! id’} I
GERMANY I 1
POLAND

Agter. the Foust Workd War when Pofand and Lithuanda were indepevideni
countndies, they, atong with Germany clamed righis 1o the ciy and he hin
pece of iony beiween East Pussia and Lithuania. Germany based 414
cladm on he gact that <r belonged, histonically, io Pussia. The ciy
Anhabiants were of German extracidon but the Anhabiianis of  the hrwrac
areas were Lithuanian which was the basis 4o the Lithuanian claim. Potand
cladmed nights io ihe area because i needed access io ihe pora of Memed.

On the 10th Jamuary, 1920, ihe City of Memer and adfaceni area wesre
provisionatily deccared under the control of Abbied Pawers 1o be unden
French admnistration. On the 181h -Febuwary, 1920, the finst tradn koads
of the 2181 Infantny Buaadddion awvuived in Memed under the command of
Generak Odry and ien cAvidlian speclanisis in goverument afpains. The main
worke of the Commision wnd 10 41 up a pebiscite forn the area - bui,
Aomehaw, (o one reason on another time stipped by and very £iaike wms
accompbished.  Meamhite ihe French soldiens had dwindied 1o abour wo
hundred men.

In Januarny 1925, sensing ihe ueakness of the French administraiion, some
o thousand LITHUANIAN {roops Anvaded the terriiony. AL an Ambassadoniod
Conference onFebruany 16th, the Commision, acceded io Lizuania's demnd fon
awexXaaion agien 4 was assued the area woutd be adminisierd audonomousty.
A neaty signed on May 26zh, 1925, permiiied complete anexaidon as from 151
June that year.




MEMELGEBIET .

Yo

IETVEXIETITE WY

s




Stockholm

dansk

Plonerskij

Kiaipeda

Wars

Zawa

Tallinn

Vilnius

Minsk

CRybac

T e

Giruliairy

Mﬂ.lnrage !

Pneku!e
F'roku 1~‘

Dr;x\‘"\ ﬂd

Do

Sgkicial
3 e

: %nﬁu!e
HF"de(IUJL Ko

F%usne

Protlladree

Zapaddnogs s

Matrosovagigr

loy. Derevnia = \ N /
b N\N\Q 20 (-8 30— 40 S0k
1 i\ . 1 fAasnioe ! 7
 §




Fanvanon sy N\ B
o/ 1933 ﬁr/
Py S

\

Palanga

Kaunas




MEMELGEBIET .

ul Tramarin violetiblau

ﬁﬁﬁﬂmﬁigg

Various shades of Geaman
overprinted 4ssues.




MEMELGEBIET .

The Post 0ff4ices and their

Cancels.
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MEMELGEBIET - French Mandate.

|
MAP OF GERMANY SHOWING TERRITORLES g
"LOST" IN 1919 AND 1945. l

|

MEMELGEBIET Yl ’4—,’

Die volkerrechtlich gultigen Grenzen
des Deutschen Reiches

4 des Selbstbes!

& GERMAN TERRITORIES.
' ; : . Pengdh REICHSGEBIETE

West Geamuy .

Ausizia.

' s : § ' Lost Tewrizonies 1919.
s s b Lost Terviuondes 1945,

S




MEMEL .

Geaman LAsues used Lin ihe Memed Axred. l

1875. '"Pgennige" (ssue.

1880. '"Pgennig" Ls4ue.




MEMEL .

German Iasues used in Memed.




MEMELGERIET,

Frenh Administration from Februany 1920,

71920 (714t August). Geaman stamps ovenpninted
"Memebgeb iot” .
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4
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7920 (75t August). Varniows shades of
Genman stamps overnprinted
"Memelgel iet”,




MEPELGEBIET,

[DEUTSCHES REICH UTSCI-!_E_S REICH

15,00

Sssccsssssssns

71920 (74t August). Varnios shades of
Genman stamps overprinited
"Memelgel iet”,
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MEMEL - French Mandate.

H.3408. 20.

1920 (15 Augusi). Various shades of

the overprinils on Geaman Siamps.




MEMEL - French Mandate.

N EUNSCHES

A\
£

Difperent shades of ihe 2 Marde vatue
25 : 17 perjorwaiion hokes.

26 : 17 perforaiion hotes.

Réd-Likac shades.

1920 (141 August). Overprdinis

on German Stamps.
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Surcharge
misplaced.

Heydekrug

1920 (15t August) Surcharge on
Genaman Stamps.
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MEMELGEBIET - French Mandate.

Prikufts.

Used provisionally «n
Heydekrug, June 1920

1920 (15t August) Overprint on
German sLamps.




MEMEL - Faench Mandate.

18,00
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ﬁimnﬁs REICH!

Grey-ultramuine.

1920. Geaman Lssue, new cofours, of 1920
overprinied "Memektgebiea™.

Various shades of each value.
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Grey-ultramarnine

1920 Oveaprint on
German 1920 4s4ues.




MEMELGEBEIT - French (Mandate.

|

1920 (7th July)-22. Surcharnges on French stamps (while paper).
Vanious shades,




MEMELGEBIET - French flandate. \

Guitern pains from the issue of Tth July, 1921,




MEMELGEBIET - French (andate.

71920 (7th July)-22
Sunchanges on French stamps.
White papen.




MEMELGEBIET - French Mandate.
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blilen 4 lot nyn p uo'}r O,Z
the 710" in the Aunghange.
Stamp on a darken papens

71920 (7th Juty)-22.
Sunchanges on French stamps.
White papen.
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1920 (71h Juty)-21. Surcharge on siamps of France
showing ihree examples of {he "Thick {Ligure 4",

in addition ihe iwo fefihand sdide siamps in ihe biock of four
show the {Liguie "4" of ihe surcharge wiih ihe horizoniak bar o4
the figuie sinadlghi with atmosi on upward curve ai righit » 4",




MEMELGEBIET - French Mandate.

1920 (7th July)-22. Sunchanged on French stamps
printed on ""G.C." papen.

Because of. papen. shontages duning Wolde L. the French had to utilise
grey to baoun granite papen ("G.C." ) Lrom time 1o time to print
thein stamps on.




MEMELGEBIET - French Mandate.

0800009080000 000000088080

 AeAsAsds A aaan s s oy

Buth over "24x furthest Thick figure "4"
to e Fegt

1920 (7ih Juky) - 21. Suncharge on

French Stamps printed on "Grey Granife" type paper.




MEMELGEBTET - French Mandate.

1920 (72h July)/1921 Surcharges on
French Stamps.




MEMELGEBIET - French Mandate.

1920 (7th July) / 1921 Suxcharge on
French Stamps.
Letien of surcharge upright.




MEMELGEBIET - French Mandate.

1920 (7th July) - 21. Suxrcharge on French Siamps

printed on "Grey Granite" Lype paper.




MEMELGEBIET - French Mandate.

Parcet cancestailon.

1920 (71ih Juty) - 21. Surcharge on

French Siamps pidniea on "Grey Granii' paper.




MEMELGEBIET - French Mandate.

Gutten pains from the issue of 14th May, 1921.
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MEMELGEBIET - French Mandafte.

1921 (Apnil) Additional surcharge.

1921 (May/July) New surcharge with capital "P" & "M" for values.
Distance befween baxr and Maxk 1.9mm on 10 & 20M values.

1922 New pfate for surcharges.
Distance between bar and Mark 1.45mm on 10 & 20M values.
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ggtien pain showing
Millesime 0",

Honizontal and ventical gutten pains Lrom the
additional suncharnge issue of Apnil, 1927,
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7921 (142h May)-1922.

20 Mlank o1 45 ¢ surcharge showizrg positiorirg pf
douwble bans ard "20 Mark” in two differert positionrs
Distarce betweer thick fhan ard "20 Mark” 7.45mm.
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MEMELGEBIET - French Mandate.

> 1921 (May/July) New Surcharges with
Capital "P" and "M" for values.
(On 10 & 20 Mark distance between "Maxk" and "Bar™ 1.9mm.)

_ 1922 New Surcharges.
4 (On 10 & 20 Mark distance between "Mark" and "Bar" 1.45mm)




MEMELGEBIET - French Mandate.

1920 (7th July). Surcharge on
French stamps showing "Zhick" and

"thin" bars cancelling

the orndginak value.




MEMELGEBIET - French Mandate.

AIRMAIL STAMPS ISSUED

BETWEEN JuLY 1921 AND OCTOBER 1922.

In Aprndd, 1921 an airmail rnoure was opened bedween
Berlin Danzig-Konigsberg and Memet. Subsequentily
the f§inst set of alrmadll stamps were Lssued on The
6th July, 1921 when the surcharged stamps of Memet
were overprdinied "FLUGPOST" .in kage open tetiens
wAth vaktues §rom 60 phennig to 4 marks.

A funthen set was broughi out on the 12th May,
1922 when zhe surcharged »stamps of Memel were
overprinted with a sendipt version of "FLUGPOST".
The vafues ranged {rom 40 pgennig to 9 marks as
the devafuaiion of ithe Geaman mark starnted Lo sel
n and postal raies were Lncreased.

A final sel was brought outl on the 17ih Ocitober,
1922 when, once again, ihe surcharged Alamps o
Memet were overprinted "FLUGPOST" in plain capifat
tettens with the vafues, agadin, between 40 pennig
and 9 marks.

These stamps could, however, be used Lo prepay

rnegulan finst-class mall.

The Lithuanian occupaiion and the subsequent
annexation of Memet on <the 16th February 1923

brought an end o the airmall service and use 0f

alamadd Aramps.
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MEMELGEBIET - French Mandaie.

AIRMA1L ROUTES.
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. The green fine shows 1he route grom MEMEL o

KoNIGSBERG, DANZIG and

onwands o BERLIN.




MEMELGEBIET - French Mandafte.

Skl "o n phenndig.
"FLUGPOST" plate I.

Retouched plale, Feld 67.

Sl "o in pgenndig.
"FLUGPOST plade 11.

Lange "P" An Phennig.
"FLUGPOST™ ptate T1I.

Only a trace of the dot in
the op ban of the "T".

Large "P" in Pfennig.
"FLUGPOST" plaite 1.

1921 (61th Juby). Adlamadil Ls4ue.
Plate 11 of "FLUGPOST" has a doi 4n Zhe top bar of the "T".
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MEMELGEBIET - French Mandafe.

"FLUGPOST™ plate 1. "FLUGPOST" ptate I1.
Plate 1T has dot in the top bar of the "T" of "FLUGPOSI™.

1921 (6th July). Adlumaild issue.
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M misspbaced "FLLGROST” Lighten shade.
ovenpint, Plate I Plate 1T

eseeeson

."5;"

Pain showing printing data
an the mangin,
Plate I,

The 1 mank value from the "FLUGPOST”
Lssue of 6th-31st July, 1921,
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1921 (6th Juby). Adlwmadit Tssue.
4 Mark vatue showing the thick
figure "4" of the surcharge
on the Top stamp.
and on The aight hand stamp An the

hordlzontak padi.
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1921 (6th/3141 Juty).

Alamadll Lssue
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MEMELGEBEIT - French Mandate.

Sl "' in phennig.
MELUGPOST" Plate 1.

Smbl "p" in plennig.
WFLUGPOST" Plate 11.

Capital "P" in Phennig.
WELUGPOST" Plate T1. WELUGPOST" Phaite 1.

1921 (6th July). Adimmail Qverprints.

Plate 11 overprint has a dit 4in the centre of
nop bar of the "M of "FLUGPOST.




MEMELGEBIET - French Mandate.

"FLUGPOST" Phate. 1. "FLUGPOST" Plate 11.
Heydekaug cancellaiion.

Thick figuwe "8 in
"4 k.

1921 (62h Juky). Adlwmadil Querprinis.

Plaie 11 overpunt has o dot 4in the centre of
top bar of the "T* of "LUFTPOSI™.




MEMELGEBIET - Faench Mandaie.

Sk P n phenndg.
SFLUGPOST" jptaie. 1.
Righa end of torge bar broken.

)L i
REPUR [ F kRN | 4

The 3 Mank value showing a
complete " offset” of the "FLUGPOST”
oveaprint on the nevense of the stamp.




