CYPRUS

THE REVENUE STAMPS OF THE
OTTOMAN PERIOD to KING GEORGE V

This display of Cyprus revenue stamps begins with the Ottoman period -1847- until the British took
over the administration of the Island in July 1878.

The Sultans Abdul Aziz and Abdul Hamit !l raised revenue by proportional and fixed rates of duty. Initially
this was by embossed and negative sealed paper. Revenue stamps were introduced in 1875. Ottoman
revenue stamps were invalidated for use in Cypius by the British in February 1879. Cut outs, stamps
and complete, or part documents, are shown to illustrate rates - and usage - on the island.

[Sheets 2-18]

The Queen Victoria Cyprus revenue stamps were based on the GB Inland Revenue unappropriated dies.

In September 1878 the Inland Revenue ordered De la Rue to overprint pence and shilling values

“CYPRUS". Also, piastre values were introduced. Die proofs and essays are shown. The development of

their use is illustrated in the display. [Sheets 19-48] in 1886 some pence values were locally overprinted.

Shilling valuies were overprinted in London with figures in 1897-1899. [Sheets 49850] Some revenue
stamps are found with perfins of the main administrative centres. [Shest 51].

L]

From February 1879 GB embossed paper overprinted CYPRUS was introduced; examples of cut-outs

and documents are included [Sheets 52-60]. Mr Bulmer, the Island Postmaster from 1879, initialied

stamps and aiso began the practice of overstamping POSTAL SURCHARGE for unpaid or underpaid

postage for inter-office accounting purposes. [Shests 61-63]. Stamps initialled by other postal staff or

cancelled with place names or numerals are also shown. [Sheets 64-66). The British followed the Turks
in taxation of tobacco. British QV banderolles are shown. [Sheets 67-72].

The King Edward Vi shilling revenue stamps kept the design of the British ones with CYPRUS imprint.

The design of the piastre values was as for Queen Victoria. [Sheets 73-84]. The King George V revenue

stamps of Cyprus were like the QV and KEVII piastre values but were of the uniform design to the Pound

Value, shown on document. From 1924 Postage & Revenue stamps were issued. Some Die Proofs and

documentary use of both reigns are illustrated, ending with the largest recorded block of £5 stamps.
[Sheets 85-86]

The information is based on the reference work “The Revenue Stamps of Cyprus 1872-1997" and

“Stamped Paper Issued by the British Administration in Gyprus” [published in 2003}, both by C J Podger,

and continuing original research in the Cyprus State Archives, the Kyrenia Archives, The British Library,
The National Archive, Kew and the British Postal Museum & Archive, London, in the past 12 years.




OTTOMAN SEALS & STAMPS

The first Ottoman Stamp Duty law was enacted by the Ottoman Parliament [Maglis] in 1845. Revenue stamped paper
was introduced. There were 2 types of duty; proportional was based on 20 paras per 100 kurus [piastres] and there were
62 duty steps from 20 paras to 150 kurus for values 100 to 100,000 kurus. There was then no duty below 100 kurus
value. In 1853 7 further steps were added—and for values over 150,000 kurus additional duty of 50 kurus was added for
each 50,000 kurus value. There were also fixed duties for specific purposes.

it is not certain when embossed and negative seals for duty were introduced into Cyprus. The first Ottoman stamped pa-
per was issued in 1854 after an edict from Constantinople by the Sultan. It took some time for the Cyprus Administration
to have a delivery of the paper from Constantinople. So, early documents with embossed revenue stamps are hard to
find. The paper was produced by the Ottoman Printing Office [the same that printed the money] and the paper often has a
watermark. It would seem that the embossed duty preceded the use of negative seals. The first document known in Cy-
prus is in 1847 and has a 12-sided embossed duty seal. [See next page]. A similar one of 1860 is known. By 1872 the
embossed seal was of a different shape. [See later page]. From 1875 stamp duty was by negative seal.

The highest duty and value seen used in Cyprus is a duty of 500 kurus for a value of 750,000 to 1 million kurus. To obtain
an even higher duty the stamped papers were stuck together. This could also happen for convenience. [See an example
of this later]. Revenue stamps were also used from 1875 to 1879, following the Stamp Revenue Duty Regulations of 1873
to replace seals with adhesive stamps. Some documents had a mixture of embossed duty and revenues stamps to make
the correct duty for value.

Type 1 Type 3

It should be noted that during the
period of negative seals it was
necessary also to use official pa-
per for documents needing to pay
duty. The documents therefore
bear an official emboss as well as
the duty seal.

Above are shown the 3 types of
official paper seal. Type 1 is rec-
tangular. Type 2 is circular without
enclosure. Type 3 is circular with
enclosure,

To the left is an example of Type
3 with the star and crescent and
script in a circle of dots, sur-
rounded by an unbroken circle.

Stamps of 2 Sultans, Abdul Aziz 1861-1876 and Abdul Hamit 1I 1876-1909 are shown in this display; the former has only
Toughra; the latter has Toughra & Gazi. The one shown above is with Gazi and is for a fixed duty of 1 kuru.



Ottoman Embossed Stamp 1847

Ottoman stamp paper with 12 sided embossed fe
script below the seal] is for 500 fo 1000 kurus value. The
piastres for 2 loads of charcoal. Written for an illiterate Konstanti

e of 1 kuru [p|astre] The stamp duty [in Ottoman
guarantee is for an outstanding loan of 400
Harmonis from Athrakos village.
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Earliest recorded example




Ottoman Embossed 1 Kuru Stamp Duty 1872

The means of collection of revenue fixed fees by the Ottoman government of Cyprus up to 1872 was by embossed paper. See here 2 embossings, The lower is the second
type of official paper. The upper is for the 1 kuru fixed fee. The value is also written in ink below the embossing. .
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This is a court application in the Tuzla [Larnaca] Commercial Court. The Turkish states “This is the bond of Ibrahim Fehmi confirming the loan of 2700 kurus he re-
ceived from Peter Wilkinson, guardian of Ernesto Palma promising to repay the same on the date agreed. 19th August—signed.” “This is a protest lodged by Guzeppie—
the new guardian of Ernesto Palma against Ibrahim Fehmi for not repaying the loan due...”

It is sealed by the negative seal of the Cyprus Commercial Court, 13 December 1872.




‘Ottoman Negative Seals of Sultans Abdul Aziz & Abdul Hamid I

Here are examples of Ottoman revenue negative seals. The first 2 are of Abdul Aziz and are for proportional stamp duty. The first is for value between
1001 and 2000 kurus and the duty is 1 kuru. The second value is between 8001 and 10000 kurus and the duty 5 kurus.

The values are read on the right side for the lower limit and on the left side for the upper limit.
The duty is shown at the bottom below the bar.

The Ottoman Turkish numerals and our equivalent numbers are

The next 2 seals are firstly of Abdul Aziz for a fixed duty of 1 kuru.

The last seal is of Abdul Hamid i for ad valorem stamp duty of ¥ kuru for value 100 to 1000 kurus.



Abdul Aziz Negative Sealed Paper

A mint sheet of Ottoman negative sealed stamped paper. The value is from 4001 to 6000 kurus. The duty is 3 kurus. The official paper type 2 seal is below the negative
seal.

This paper was valid until 1879. Ottoman revenue stamps were introduced in 1875. The British had revenue stamped paper and stamps from 1878.



Negative Seal 10 Kurus Proportional Duty on Court Claim

This is a judgment of the Cyprus Commercial Court at Tuzla [Larnaca] dated 25th July 1872. Guzeppi Cirilli the guardian of Emesto Palma, an Italian
subject, began the action against Nikofido the head of the Harastoziyadissa monastery for the recovery of money. The Ottoman seal is for the stamp
duty—but it is written underneath—10 kurus.
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The sum claimed is between 15001 and 20000 kurus. The Commercial Court was at Tuzla because it was the place of all the foreign consulates and main
port of commerce at the time. The type 2 official paper seal is below the negative seal. The document also has the negative seal of the Commercial Court
and two court officials’ negative seals [folded under].



Document with fixed revenue fee of 10 kurus paid. Seal of Sultan Abdul Aziz. Dated 8 July 1291
which is 20 July 1875 in the Georgian calendar. Type 2 embossed official paper seal below the
negative seal.. Two persons give an undertaking as guarantors for a Mr Lefteris Akrambi who is

appointed Funds Administrator at the Tuzla [Larnaca] District Office. The many small seals at the
bottom and back of the paper are of Ottoman Government Officials in Cyprus agreeing the ap-

pointment.
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Negative Seal 15 Kurus Proportional Duty on Bank Draft

Ottoman seal is of Sultan Abdul Hamid ll. The proportional value is frem 25001 to 30000 kurus
and the stamp duty 15 kurus.
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Bank draft of Bank Imperial Ottoman for W Riddell & Co for 300 Turkish livres. Dated Larnaca
31 January 1874. On the back is recorded that the document was honoured for £7300 on 31 .
December 1875. /




Negative Seal Double Official Paper 2x'. Kuru on Agreement

Agreement to purchase for 400 kurus 45 carob trees [on 2 donims of Government owned
land] at Pyrgos village in Limassol District in 1876.
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Use of 2 pieces of official stamped paper [type 3, embossed crescent & star]. Abdul Aziz
negative seal for value between 100 kurus and 1000 kurus. Ad valorem stamp duty of 1 kuru
/

by two % kuru seals.
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This is another type of 10 kurus fixed fee duty charged under the seal of Sultan Abdul Aziz. It also has the type
3 embossed crescent and star of the official sheet of paper.
The document is dated 28 Feb 1293, which is 12 March 1878 in the Gregorian calendar.. It is a deed of under-
taking by a guarantor for a Mr Stylicios Yorgaci to be appointed a tax collector in the Nicosia District Office.




Negative Seal 3 Kurus Proportional Fee on Receipt
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This document acknowledges a recetpt by a merchant from Evkaf funds of 7079 piastres
[kurus). The seal is for 3 kurus and is a proportional stamp duty for value between 4001 and
6000 kurus. The date is 23 Aug 1294, equivalent to 4 Sep 1878. The type 2 Official Paper seal
is below the duty seal.
The seal is of Sultan Abdul Hamid 1l before he was awarded the Gazi. It is after the British ad-
mlnnstratmn began and therefore the annotations are in English: It has other seals of off cials
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Ottoman Revenue Stamps Abdul Aziz & Abdul Hamid I

Ottoman revenue stamps were used in Cyprus from 1875. Those of Sultan Abdul Aziz have the Toughra in the middle of the top of the design. Those here
are from 20 paras, for 100 to 1000 kurus value, ta 25 kurus for values from 40000 to 50000 kurus. Note the different colours and intensity of the stamps
backgrounds. Ex Sir Westrow Hulse.

1 kuru 2 kurus

10 k 3k 20 paras 1%k 10k

Fi
25k
s i i
i

These 6 stamps are of Suitan Abdul Hamid Il. They have the Toughra & Gazi. The duties are 20 paras, 1,2, 3, 7% & 15 kurus for values
100-1000k, 1000-2000k, 2000-4000k, 4000-6000k, 10000-15000k and 20000-30000k respectively. Ex Sir Westrow Hulse.

All Ottoman revenue stamps were withdrawn by the British Administration on 31 Jan 1879.
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Negative Seal for 2 Kurus and Stamp for 20 Paras fee on Sale of Land

Stamp Duty seal of Sultan Abdul Hamid Il for 2 kurus proportional fee for value between 2001
and 4000 kurus. Sale of 3 plots of land in the village of Ayvarma for 5000 kurus cn 19 July
1883,
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The seller's signature is sealed on the Ottoman 20 paras revenue stamp used for value from 100 to 1000 kurus. The signature proving
that Mr Huseyn had received the money on 17 October 1883 is witnessed by the District Officer of Gilan [in the Paphos area] with his
negative seal on 22 October 1883.
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Document with Ottoman negative seal of Sultan Abdul Hamid Ii for value 1001 to 2000 kurus and propor-
tional stamp duty of 1 kuru. It is issued by the Imperial Ottoman Bank at Skala, Larnaca on 19/1 May
1878. It is for cash—500 silver. There are also two 2 kurus revenue stamps for value 1000to 2000 kurus
each, applied on receipt. On the back is recorded the date of 1 August 1878.



Ottoman Stamp of 10 Kurus Fee on Court Judgment
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This document is a judgment of the Island of Cyprus Commercial Court dated 12 August 92, equivalent of 1876. It bears an Ottoman 10 kurus
revenue stamp for a value o 1000 to 2000 kurus. The 2 negative seals are of the Commercial Court. The action was initiated by an application
to the Tuzla [Larnaca] Commissioner and was transferred to the Commercial Court. The applicant asks the court to order the repayment of a
loan to a Belgian consulate porter of 1000 kurus plus court costs and interest. The loan was guaranteed by 2 persons, one of whom was an
Italian national. This order was sent in an envelope from the Commercial Court to the ltalian deputy Consul at Tuzla. The envelope has the
negative seal of the Commercial on the back.



f"’" = | ~7 — f

Gl L TP £ i ,?f:énfzfzf 2
i
j 4
Ay > e
;@3 f/f’a’&« A AT i C/ . LA P (f/

£ . i A T B oL fi‘B‘ \
7 Sl e = %’_%/zii-« T 7 e ¥
4 <3 /
&~
,/,_ f/f e Y ,f/ ” A '
7 F
C @ T A
s “ : -y ’
Y= o 2 e 1 fies
SN 5 > B
L‘H‘i‘/ A - :gt\- i
-L'i '9'( w
" R ==
A A
¢ /4
’ b

,&&I “ PR 5 ' . .o ’ 2 - :
DO v ) fy_w‘w.,w; M0 e s 0%, oo kg 1

,v..n-.); /\ﬁ/ < ~"ﬂ‘.&° eLet /lu- w

N"'}’ A
//’//'V‘JJAM \ilrj,.u.w’» ;-' o ‘Asb'/ru/ﬂvw
4" /u’(") A:(w .J\ﬁuw/,&afy/ﬁ,&/ﬂ ,w.r ywaw &,p'
G 2bos ) Salst
s, Sey ()

(JV) w.‘/-)/” "'5"//

W,d?’»lm’ﬂ'ﬂ"*‘”

@ P
-

This is a copy of an application to the Cyprus Commercial Court in Tuzla [Larnaca] by P Baldassare, an ltalian subject
living in Lamaca for recovery of 140 Gold Napoleons from a judgment of the court in November 1877 against a Mr
Mustafa & a Mr Mehmet, businessmen in Kyrenia. It bears the Ottoman revenue stamp for value from 1000 to 2000 ku-
rus. The stamp duty is 1 kuru. The stamp is sealed with the Italian Consulate seal in Larnaca and is sent by the Regent of
the Consulate, A Brunoni to the Ottoman Governor of Cyprus on 28 January 1878, for assistance in recovery.




Ottoman Stamps for 2 Piastres Fee on Application

Application of Ottoman official paper to Sir Garnet Wolseley, British High Commissioner for Cyprus, on 25th January 1879 by a merchant of Scala,

who had imported 14 packets of Persian tobacco. These were seized by the Cyprus Customs, Larnaca from his store, as he had no Taskere [duty

receipt]. Decision by the High Commissioner, after legal advice, obtained by the Chief Secretary, Colonel Greaves —"Matter to be returned to the
iLarnaca Daavi Court”.
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Block of 4 of the Ottoman 20 paras revenue stamps [equivalent to 2 piastres] fixed fee, cancelled by the Chief Secretary’s stamp and in crayon to
prevent re-use.

Latest recorded use of Ottoman stamps before their withdrawal on 31st January 1879.



QV GB Unappropriated Revenue Die & Plate Proofs

GB one shilling cut down die proof, 1/6 die proofs: BEFORE HARDENING May 10, 1872 and cut down printer's presentation copy, 2/- & 5/- BEFORE
HARDENING Oct 12 1874 & Apr 23 1872 respectively. The last with 2 probably indicating a second copy submitted by De la Rue [the printer] to the Inland
Revenue for approval. The Cyprus revenue stamps were based on the GB Die Proofs.

May 10, 1873 _ BEFORE HARDINING

Oect. 12 1874 BEFORE HARDENING

The Block watermark was used for the first issue of Revenue Shilling values appropriated to Cyprus in 1878.




QV GB SPECIMEN Revenue Plate Proofs

Specimen QV GB Revenue unappropriated [no name tablef] die Plate Proof set to 10/- overprinted with Samuel & Hug-
-gins SPECIMEN Type GB9. The 4d value was not issued in Cyprus.

‘-'SPE Clmen | SPECINEN SPRECIMEN

SPECIMEL SPECIMEN

|SPECIMEN |

The pence values have Garter watermark [as Cyprus values do]; the shilling values have Script VR watermark [ as the
Cyprus 1881 set has].




QV Cyprus Appropriated Plate Proofs

It was as early as 21st August 1878 that the High Commissioner, Sir Garnet Wolseley, wrote to the British Government that there was
a requirement for Revenue Stamps far Cyprus.

A warrant was issued on 7th September and 5 values [1d, 2d, 3d, 6d & 1/-] were requisitioned of Messrs De la Rue [R5676/78].

The four pence and six shilling values were based on the GB Revenue unappropriated dies.

The imperforate plate proofs were printed in black on slightly toned thick paper with CYPRUS printed in red, in September 1878.




QV Cyprus Specimen Stamps from Record Books

Part page from an Archive, similar to that found on page 207 of the record book SP12 in the British Postal Museum & Archive. Shows the pence values
overprinted SPECIMEN—Dby type. The 6d and, possibly, the 1/- block VR watermark have been cut out. The 6d is added separately.
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The five shilling values are not part of Requisition R5676/78S. These were printed later—the 1/-, 2/6 and 5/- by requisition dated 8 July 1881, the 2/- by
requisition dated 14 July 81 and the 10/- by requisition dated 22 Feb 82. The SPECIMEN overprint of these stamps was by plate.
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Another “set” from a Lords Commissioner’s of Inland Revenue Specimen Book.



QV Specimen Pence Values

1d and De la
Rue current
number 390 in
top margin
Watermark in
margin
Postage

2d and De la
Rue current
number 393 in
top margin
Watermark in
margin
Postage

QV Revenue Stamps SPECIMEN Blocks

1d & 2d with inverted Garter watermark
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QV Specimen Pence Values

QV Revenue Stamps SPECIMEN Blocks

3d with inverted Garter watermark and 6d with normal Garter watermark.

Top margin strip of 3 of 3d has De la Rue current number 394; watermark Post
[age] in margin

Block of 4 of 3d showing double SPECIMEN overprint with watermark “Stamps”
in margin.

Top margin pair of 6d with value imprint and De la Rue current number 395
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The variation of type setting of the Specimen overprint is clearly shown in the blocks.




QV Specimen 1/- Block VR Watermark with Current Number

QV Cyprus 1/- Revenue stamps with Capital VR watermark. Bottom 2 rows in 2 blocks of 8 & 12. They are
from the De la Rue registration sheet 391 and from Plate 1. Overprinted SPECIMEN in black in type.

The sheets were printed in 2 vertical blocks of 40 [4 x 10] with double stamp height selvage between. [See next
page for top half of sheet] The 1/- value is imprinted at all four corners of the sheet. Additional blue value im-
print with crown in the left gutter.

As CYPRUS was added by a second printing process it is likely that the 12 JUN 78 in red was the date of the
original sheet with blank name tablet. The administration of Cyprus by the British did not begin until July 1878.

The first consignment of this stamp was sent to Cyprus in September 1878 under Requisition number 5676/78.




QV Specimen 1/- Block VR Watermark with Current Number

QV Cyprus 1/- Revenue stamps with Block VR watermark [clearly seen in the bottom guiter]. Block of 40
stamps from the upper half of a sheet of 80 stamps. They are from the De la Rue registration sheet 391 and
from Plate 1 with value 1s twice in the top margin. Stamps overprinted SPECIMEN in black in type.
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This block is illustrated in Cyprus Revenue Stamps 1872-1997 by Christopher J Podger FRPSL page 21. It was
sold at the Robson Lowe auction of 22 April 1981 and the 2009 Spink Aphrodite auction.




QV Specimen Shilling Revenue Stamps
The five shilling values with Script VR watermark were introduced in 1881/1882. Overprinted SPECIMEN Type GBS in pairs.

Script VR bit for
watermark
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Note the inversion of one SPECIMEN overprint on a 1/- value.




QV Cyprus Different Specimen Types

QV Cyprus stamps are known with other Specimen overprints. CANCELLED was probably applied by the Inland Revenue, London. Types are listed by
Samuel &/or Huggins.
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QV Revenue Pence Values

2D sizes unappropriated die proof—on card—from De Ia Rue archive.
Printing to be 120 leads. [Registration no. 1-393].

All the 1878/1879 Cyprus pence values were printed in sheets of 120 in two panes of 60.
In 1881 this was changed to compiete sheets of 120.

Three of the unappropriated values overprinted SPECIMEN Type GB6—with Garter watermark.

All the values were printed from Plate 1.
The 1d to 6d were printed in September 1878.

'CYPRUS CYPRUS
y ;ji‘-:s,.r = 7 _i":’
US § CYPRUS
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| CYPRUS =% 5}
CYPRUS | | | | cvPRUS)
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Largest recorded block of 12 of 1d mint




QV 1/6 and 8d Revenue Stamps

The Queen Victoria ONE SHILLING & SIXPENCE value was included in the Appropriated QV Cyprus plate proofs in black on
card with CYPRUS in red. But, only 7 sheets of 80 stamps each [560 stamps] were printed, in May 1879.

The CYPRUS name is printed in blue—the same colour used for the 2/- stamp. [Every other value has a different name tablet
colour.] -
The stamp watermark is Capital [Block] VR.

Only 3 used copies recorded and none mint

This part official document bears revenue stamps to the value of 3 shillings and four
pence. This is the fixed fee for a court application. The stamps are cancelled by the
negative seal of the Commercial Court of Tuzla [Larnaca].

The 8d [equivalent to 6 piastres] was added in May 1879.

The 8d is based on the GB 8d Unappropriated Die of |
which this is a proof dated Aug 9, 1872 BEFORE HARD- '
ENING. [ex Marcus Samuel] |

-&.Uig 9, 1@?‘2 e O ART TR

Presentation mount.

Cut down Die Proof in
|




QV Penny Revenue Stamps Used in Court

Piece with 40 1d QV Revenue Stamps cancelled with seals of the Cyprus
Commercial Court of Tuzla [Lamaca). This is a typical fee of 3s 4d for the
Registration of a Petition to the Court or for the Service of Payment.
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Application to the District Commissioner Kyrenia, Dr Holbeach, dated 19.6.[18]79 by Mustafa
Efan asking for payment by the Government for work done as a Clerk to the VouKonak.

Fixed Fee of 2d paid by a QV Revenue Stamp, cancelled by the seal of the Commissioner of Kyrenia.
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[he first stamp cuty Ordinance (No 11 1879) was signed by Sir Garnet Wolseley on January 17
1879 and became effective from | February 1879, The rates are as in Schedules A and B 1o the
Ordinance

British Currency
Stamp Duty Table Schedule A.
& Bank Draft TARIFE OF PROTFORTIONAL STAMP DUTIES, |

Vnlue of Btawmp

¢ ¢ £ 5 il
Mor snms of 1 {0 ib 0 01
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)0} (1 00 4 I
(1] (8] 0 o f
(i0 i 80 00 8
B0 100 0 1 0
1K) = 150 01 6
160 i 200 0 20
00 . a8k 0o 9 0
First Stamp Duty ,:,: ) f.m ':] ' ':, Imperial Ottoman Bank Bankers Draft
Ordinance of i G i 70 0% s for 650 Gold Napoleons, issued 11th
17 January 1879 . 20 . 1000 010 0 September 1882 at Larnaca, bearing
Valuesin£s. d. “ 1000 " 1500 15 10 QV Revenue Stamps to the value of
1 i w ke seven shillings and sixpence prapor-
2000 . 000 110 0 ‘ tional fee.
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- i 10,000 g o B are perforated La [Larnaca]. This was
10,000 . 15,000 710 0 to pfeveﬂt re-use of stamps.
15,008} R 1w o o
20,000 . 40,000 1500 The 2/- stamp has Block VR water-
iR - 000 , SRy . mark; the 5/- is script VR watermark
10.000 - A0 2 8 and the sixpence is Garter watermark.
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Schedule B The reverse bears two 2fl Austrian
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This is a judgment of Cﬂﬂ-u— e

the Skarinou Old Per-
sons Council on 2nd |
February 1883 and
has the negative seal
of that Council in the
top righthand corner.
Antoni  Afxentio lost
his claim to trees and
gardens and had to
pay 51 kurus costs.
The order is signed by
Mr Ongley, the judge
of Lamaca Court and
by Mr Cobham,the
District Commissioner
It bears the Court
judgment 8d fee. The
revenue stamp is per-

forated La for Larmnaca |
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QV Piastre Revenue Stamps Essays & Die 1 Proofs

1881 Queen Victoria 1 & 2 piastre values, Three handpainted essays lettered A, B & C and a fourth essay with the value in English & Turkish only.
C was selected for the stamps.
Ex De la Rue archives. The copy of these sent to the British Administration in Cyprus is in the Cyprus State Archives, Nicosia.
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1881 Master Die This is the cut

Proof of Piastre down Die Proof

Revenue Stamp which was in the

for Cyprus on De la Rue archive

glazed card. The collection as re-

dies and plates corded on colour

were made on 13 film at the British -
Oct 1881 by De Postal Museum

la Rue. and Archive.




QV 4. Piastre Design Submission

Archival note concerning the design for the Cyprus QV 4% piastre revenue stamp. It uses the centre cut from the existing 1 or 2 pi revenue stamps.
The figures and currency in three languages and stamp frame is hand drawn.

ot /M V Jewbrl 1 44 fti

The Requisition for 8400 4% piastre revenue stamps R/4/42 was submitted on 2 Sep 1882 by the Cyprus Administration. Roughs of both Turkish and

Greek values were forwarded to the Crown Agents on 15 Sep 1882 [Cyprus State Archives SA1,12657]. Cyprus Ordinance 1X—1881 introduced new

rates of stamp duty requiring the 4% pi stamp. The 6d stamps were expected to be exhausted in early 1883. The De la Rue proposed design is dated
20.9.82. [The design followed the attachments—See next page.]




Cyprus QV 4% Piastre Rough Copy

First rough copy [of 3] of the Cyprus Queen Victoria 4% piastre revenue stamp sent to the Crown Agents on 15 Sep 1882,

R—

A

B

(5]
44 PIASTRES4 A
45 POLIA- 4% B
Glhkzanlie &

Cofoey of Jinhiats Snseripshear
snlanged ;

Ex-Eley collection, sale 23 March 1976.



Cyprus QV 1893 Die Il Die Proof & Die Comparisons

Until not long ago there was a mystery about a second piastre value die. There is no record in the De la Rue Daybooks or correspondence about the mak-
ing of a second die. But, from the printer's archive a Die Proof with blank value tablets “BEFORE HARDENING” and dated 16 Aug 93 exists. In red onto
this is annotated “"Opened die”, However, it is Die .

A further Die Proof of 22 NOV 93 and stamped "“BEFORE HARDENING” has come to light. This is Die Il. A cut down Die Proof of Die |l has been found.
[See below]

22 Nm{ 93 BEFORE
' ) HARDENING

It is therefore presumed that the Opened Die of 16 Aug 93 led to the making of Die Il in NOV 93. The earliest known used Die |l stamp is 27.7.96. Those
dated 90 are probably used after 1900 as it was usual to write those dates 90 rather than 190.

The first Die | 1 & 2 piastre revenue stamps were printed by De la Rue on 13th October 1881 and were supplied to the Island in June 1882. They were
printed in sheets of 84. They were on Multiple Crown CA watermarked paper. Vast quantities of piastre stamps were printed up to the end of Queen Victo-
ria’s reign. There was an observation in late 1881 from the Island’s Chief Collector of Customs and Excise that it would be desirable to have the two val-
ues in different colours! However, De la Rue made it clear that for security reasons the colour selected should not be changed.

Shown below are the Die | and Die Il of both the 1 and 2 piastre mint stamps.

Diel Die | Die Il Die ll

L J | N

%

A 4% Piastre stamp was added in 1883. 105 sheets of 84 each were supplied by De la Rue to the Crown Agents on 28th September 1882. A further 33

sheets were supplied by the Inland Revenue Department on 23rd July 1883. Thereafter there were regular supplies up to 1894 of the 42 pi. The 1 & 2

piastre stamps were supplied up to June 1902. Unused copies of the piastre stamps are hard to find. Every document seems to have been required to
bear a revenue stamp, so there was heavy usage.

Diel Die ll

41 TPOCTAA! |
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QV Mint Piastre and Shilling Values

Die il 1 Piastre Mint Block

Block of 12 of Queen Victoria Cyprus 1 piastre revenue stamps Die Il, watermark Crown CA, perf 14.
Part marginal watermark of Crown Agents.

First issued in October 1894.
_ONE PIASTRE |

| ONE PIASTRE

[ONE PIASTRE

B

[{ENTPORIONI| - ((TENTPOXIONT
D Gz || |0 G ]

BN Ve s o
[1ENTPOEION]
N &zt )

ONE PIASTRE]
PR

1EN ];' POEIONA
) A )

: "/ li.’ o l—. -7'___'?7
R/l ol v e
1EN PPOZION| 1EN Ij]‘O}_‘ION.l 1EN I'POZIONA|
[y &2 ) Y (FiEL )

[ONE PIASTRE|| |[ONE PIASTRE
iy i

Coed | [, = o
1ENTPOEION| |[1ENTPOEION.L
e ) ) GBen )

il- 2/- 10/-
BR12 BR13 BR16

Only recorded QV mint shilling values




QV Exempt Duty Receipt -

This receipt form F.17 shows that Cirilli & Sons paid the Customs House Larnaca duty of £149 5s Ocp.
The form states that stamp duty of 1 piastre is required for all sums of £1 and upwards. There was an
exemption from stamp duty for Government departments, such as Customs.

[Form F., 17.]
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The QV 1 piastre revenue stamp on this piece shows the correct duty paid and part of the same word-
ing as on the form above.




Local Currency

Stamp Duty Table
& QV Bank Draft

Second Stamp Duty
Ordinance issued on
27 June 1881
Values in £ s. cp.

I'he rtes were amended to local currency, shillings and copper piastres by Ordinance No [X 1881

signed by Robert Biddulph on 27th June 1881

Ordir

SCLHED
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I'he new rates are as Schedules A and B 1o that
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Bank Draft dated 29
March 1886 for 1800
Florins, issued in Li-
massol. Proportional
duty per Schedule A,
for value between
£100 & E£150 =
1s4%cp. Two Cyprus
QV revenue stamps
used. Negotiated
through London on
16 APR 86. QV GB
2/- Foreign Bill stamp
duty paid. Redeemed
on 30 June 1886 in
Trieste. Austrian 2
Florin revenue stamp
cancelled 18 VI 86 on
draft reverse.
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QV 1895 Statutory Declaration—15 Piastres Stamp Duty

Statutory Declaration for the Nicosia Court [in satisfaction of debt] made in Limassol on 9th January 1895. The fee of 1 shilling
and 6 piastres [equivalent of 1s8d or 15 piastres] is made up of a QV 1/- script VR and three QV 2 piastres Die | revenue stamps.

The declarer's signature is witnessed by the Limassol Certifying Officer No 5 on Sth January 1895.




QV 1 Piastre on 1896 Receipt

Copy Notice [reduced] of 15th June 1880 for 1d Stamp Duty on receipts for sums of £1 and over.
Duty changed to 1 Piastre on introduction of new currency.

PUBLIC NOTICE.

Ercacso

,Lm...[ -
Any pL‘-l’Hl)lld.mel'H}ﬂ'- a veceipt for o sum [of £1-a4

wivards without affising a penny Inland Revenue
Stamp Lhereto ineurs a penalty of £10, and nolice is
hevehy given that parties eonvieted of this offence will

b punished according to law.

By Command,
I'ALg. WARREN,

Lith June, 1880, Chicf Secretary to Government.

A receipt of the Eastern Telegraph Company bearing a QV 1 piastre Die |l
revenue stamp and dated 18 OCT 1896.
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The rate of Stamp Duty on a receipt was 1 piastre up to £100 value.




QV 1892 Application to Evcaf—2 Piastres Stamp Duty

T SN AP

An application on 16.7.1892 to the Evcaf by 3 children of a deceased mother for the transfer to them of lands,
running water and olive trees situated at Lakatamia village and for them to take over the annual tax [Idjari] of 277
piastres between them. The Evcaf was the office for the charge of mosque property and pious foundations.
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The application fixed stamp duty of 2 piastres with a pair of QV Die | 1 piastre stamps dated 2 August 1892.
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QV Bank Draft 4 Piastres Stamp Duty

Imperial Ottoman Bank Barikers Draft—issued 13 May 1882 at Larnaca bearing Stamp Duty of 4 piastres
for value Fr770:11¢c. QV 2 x 2pi Die | revenue stamps cancelled and dated per regulation.
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The reverse shows that it was presented for payment in Trieste on 3 August 1882.




QV 1897 Power of Attorney/ Application 1 Piastre Stamp Duty

A power of attorney and application relating to a property in the village of Vavla in the Larnaca District,
made on 23rd September 1897.

The sum requested from the Government Treasury for building repairs is £10. The fixed fee is 1 piastre.
The attorney has signed across the stamp which is a Die i QV 1 piastre revenue stamp.
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The Vavia Muktar has witnessed the document and identified the signatories and applied his seal.




QV 1886 Local Revenue Overprints

In February 1886 the Government of Cyprus requisitioned the Crown Agents for more 4% piastre revenue stamps. These stamps to-
gether with the revenue shilling series values eventually arrived on 17th July 1886. In the meantime there was a shortage of 4% pias-
tre and 1/- revenue stamps. This was drawn to the attention of the Chief Secretary on 16th June 1886 by the acting Chief Collector of
Customs—who controlled the stock of revenue stamps. The average consumption of 1/- revenue stamps in the 3 months to 31st
March 1886 was 1110 and on 16th June only 57 were left in stock. Similarly the average consumption of 4% piastre stamps per
month was 1584 and only 82 remained in stock on 16th June. He recommended overprinting 4800 of each of the QV 1d stamps 4’
C.P. and of the 3d, ONE SHILLING. He also stated that he held no stocks of the old revenue stamps except 11947 1d stamps and

18922 3d stamps. The High Commissioner approved the proposal; the overprinting was done at the Government Printing Office and
the stamps were delivered to the Customs House by registered letter on 25th June.

Here are examples of the two overprinted stamps. One mint copy of the 4%%pi on 1d and ONE SHILLING on 3d are in the Cyprus
State Archives. No other 4% C.P. on 1d or mint ONE SHILLING on 3d is recorded other than is shown here.

3| ONE SHILLIN

oo

i ..»Lv,I (E)
| “Ew Efe\.i'ufdi} "By Epr
|CYPRUS! (yi RUS

The 4% C.P. on 1d above is the only copy recorded outside the Cyprus Archive. Below are 6 more of the 1/- on 3d. The pair on the
left and the first single have the same initials, MK. The pair in on a piece of a document which bears the date “8.86". The pair seems
to indicate a rate of 4/-. The other two stamps on piece also have the initials MK, dated 17.9.86 and 4/- written on it. These are perf
12% [se below]. The second single is used late [1887] and has a damaged E of ONE SHILLING. [One of 2 recorded].

On 29th May 1896 4140 of the 4% C.P. on 1d and 90 of the 1/- on 3d were destroyed. This was the remaining unused stock. This
means that the 4% C.P. on 1d is the rarest Cyprus revenue stamp after the QV 1/6.

|CYPR YIRS

Note that like the unoverprinted 2d and 3d stamps the 1/- on 3d is also known with perf 12% instead of perf 14. Examples are
shown above. The 1/- on 3d perf 12% on this page are the only three recorded.




QV 1897-1899 Shilling Revenue Values

From 1897—1899 four new shilling values were issued. De la Rue was again the printer. All four are green with Brown CYPRUS country tablet. Water-
mark is Script VR. The 1/- and 2/6 were issued on 6th July 1897 and the 5/- on 10th May 1898. The 2/- was not issued until 24th April 1899. Apparently to
save confusion with identical colours all were printed with the value in figures in the same colour as CYPRUS.

All four values are known overprinted SPECIMEN in black [type GB15 and CANCELLED [type 14].
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QV Revenue Stamps with Perfins

To prevent re-use of Revenue stamps on documents, particularly if they a
tary on 25th June 1880 to the 6 Administrative
re-use and instructed that the stamps were also to be pen-cancelled. The High C

rators are worse than useless and should be replaced by ol

Districts and the Treasury.

Examples are shown below from each of the perforators.

NICOSIA

re not cancelled, perfins were used. Perforators were issued
In June 1883 the Chief Secretary recognised that the perforators did not prevent
ommissioner in a memo of 12th May 1884 stated that “ the present perfo-
bliterators. Multiple perforations are fairly common.

CYPRUS| CYPRUS CYPRUS

These 2 stamps
show the worn
incomplete N per-
forations

TREASURY

o =y
|
|

CYPRUS |

Note: The perforation goes through the document. So, the stamps were not pre-perfined.

by the Chief Secre-



QUEEN VICTORIA CYPRUS STAMPED PAPER
QV Embossed Type 1 Revenue Cutouts

The stamped paper of Cyprus was based on the GB stamped paper, but overprinted CYPRUS in London. The values supplied to Cyprus ranged from 1d fo 200/-. Altogether there were 76 dif-
ferent paper types, sizes or values. The recorded values are based on the IR dies recorded in the British Library Philatelic Collection lists Vols 21,23 & 24. These are listed below.
1d die A 7 Sep 1853

1d dies J, K, L & O 12 May 1863
2d die A 12 Nov 1870
6d die Z 21 Oct 1875
1/~ die E 12 Oct 1850

1/6 die A 27 Sep 1860
There are 2 types of CYPRUS overprint. Type 1 is 23 x 4.5mm. Type 2. 18 x 3mm, Examples of both are shown on this and the next pages.
TYPE1
ONE PENNY TWO PENCE TWO PENCE ONE SHILLING & SIXPENCE
On short medium or folio Die A10.9.78 Die A 11.9.78 Die A 9.9.78
blue laid Atlas Die K 9.9.78 Showing offset CYPRUS With Nicosia District

Commissioner's cancel

| CYPRUS.
CYPRUS. .
. CYPRUS.

Double ONE PENNY

[to make the 2d rate]
2nd faint overprint Only one overprint Only one overprint
on lower embossing Die A 11.9.78 Die J 11.9.78

Die A 11.9.78

CYPRUS. CYFPRUS. CYPRUS.

See following pages for complete documents with 1d Die K 7.9.78, double 1d Die A 11.9.78,2d Die A unused page 7.9.78
and 6d Die Z 9.9.78.




QV Embossed Type 2 Revenue Cutouts

The initial delivery of Stamped Paper arrived in Cyprus on 30 Se 1878. it consisted of 3350 sheets, comprised of Quarto Post 1d, Foolscap 2d, Quarto Post 6d, Foolscap 1/- & 1/6. By January
1880 there was a complete inventory of paper types and values to 200/- in the Chief Collector of Customs' Larnaca stock. It is fikely that the CCC’s new stock on 18 July 1880 was Type 2, and
all before was Type 1.

TYPE 2
ONE PENNY ONE PENNY
Die L 12.6.80 Die 0 21.2.80
bS] CYPRUS,
CYPRUS.
TWO PENCE
All Die A

Dates: 15.5.79, 20.2.80, 24.2.80, 21.5.80, 31.5.80, 5.6.80 [blued paper], 8.6.80 & 12.6.80.

CYPRUS. CYRRUS. CYPRUS, o5
e LLIVLL 5 CYPRUS.
N ): |
e | CYPRUS.
CYPRUS. b CYPRUS. CYPRUS.

The CYPRUS overprint seems to be in a uniform position on each sheet of paper. The position of the embossing varies slightly—which gives the apparent variety of the overprint position.
There was a very low usage of Stamped Paper because it was unpopular. Also, there was a report dated April 29 1881 regarding embossed stamps in Cyprus. That concluded it was better fo
use revenue adhesive stamps as they would be simpler, cheaper and the system more secure—as it was anticipated they would be affixed by government officials who would daily account for

their use.

Most of the stamped paper was destroyed in 1889 & 1890 and the remainder in 1896. No stamped paper of 70/- and above was used.




QV Unused Type 1 Embossed Stamped Paper

Here is an example of a double foolscap sheet of paper watermarked Crown & Britannia made by A Cowan & Son, Loft Dried. Revenue duty of Two

Pence is embossed, over CYPRUS.

chased the pre-stamped revenue paper before using it, rather than writing on it first
lar because if a mistake was made the applicant feared losing the stamp duty. Even
d out of favour. So, quantities used were relatively small.

A person needing to submit a document, such as to the court, pur
and having it stamped afterwards. The Stamped Paper was unpopu
after the High Commissioner ordered refunds to be made for spoilt paper the system remaine

CYPRUS.

The embossing is the same as used in Great Britain. The date of this paper emboss is 7.9.78




1d embossed Die K dated 7.9.78 overprinted CYPRUS TYPE 1 with second offset impression.
Cancelled Chief Secy to Govt Cyprus. Quarto Post paper with T & JH Superfine Kent watermark.

missioner, Sir Garnet Wolseley on 10 Mar 1879 by Th. Constantinides against a Mr

Application to the High Com
the page is a QV 1d Revenue stamp to make the 2d Application fixed stamp duty.

Palmer. On the reverse of

v’ o o A 21 f: e e [¢ 7 /:ag.,e L'
¥
£ d Lo Lt 224 C2A ﬁ 2 2c
/ £
/ /
2 - s / /7o / Vol "../7 P
/ / .
pi A 7 },:? e e e L'-'f ({ //y
f‘ﬁ L4 /
4 ir &, 7 ﬁ"'_/f /t.f
- o - ::
&l &
% 4 (rneet / 2z € A 7L , ¢ ez , & /
/ b
i e y A AL e e
] Ly 2L E S & i
Sl 7 { |
; i 3 . A
{ & ‘ o t 7 ~




QV Embossed Paper Type 1 Double One Penny for Petition
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Petition by Joseph Nakouzy to the District Commissioner of Kyrenia for restoration as the Maronite repre-
sentative in the Daavi [Lawsuit] Court. Sealed on the front and reverse by members joining-in. Dated 17th
April 1879. Forwarded by the Commissioner to the Chief Secretary.

2d fixed stamp duty paid by 2 x 1d embossed stamps Die A dated 11.9.78, Type 1 CYPRUS overprint on
top stamp only. Double foolscap paper, watermarked Cowan & Sons and Britannia. Both stamps cancelled
by the seal of the Commissioner in Kyrenia.
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QV Embossed Paper Type 1—Earliest Recorded Use

Application by former Cadi of Kyrenia, Ahmed Chefik Eff [with his seal] to the High Commissioner for an-
other Government post. Signed by Colonel Biddulph for H.E. on 28.2.79 and Col Greaves, the Chief Secre-
tary on 15.2 79 for disposal by the Kyrenia Commissioner. Report by Col Holbeck, the Commissioner,
shows the Cadi was dismissed for inefficiency and that no other job would be proffered by the Government.

Double foolscap watermark A Cowan & Sons and Britannia.

2d embossed Die A 7.9.78 with CYPRUS Type 1 stamp duty cancelled with the stamp of Chief Secty to
Govt Cyprus 15.2.79.

= IT s o a8 'ivTF"’f / £ .}' l—-/(.’a_/ﬁ (W’é//yw-p’ ""/JU m./‘; r} i
-«/I»'.., s, ' e G4F
7 JA’A’ML{‘)%)"“ 1), vy IH//J‘/J///JL’/VL/VC’//)/(’UL&J/,V

¢
/m’/g-/’bb‘fh"/) ‘.-V'A-’/.nl;vdf,d)u y) JJ"J)...// JL/({J/;/,..J,W Z’/‘(“/" ,gﬂlfd/

Use 2
»"’.Ul’ J}/!_‘,&‘ 'y ‘/'w / ”//W/Wﬂ/f' (//A’ )’)/pf’/ d/"/’

o w?’zﬂ/’ v/y A g fju Ma’Wé/v/ _44-’
sy J‘/ 22 f 3y wey!

Lok o /”"/WL_.

"a 2 C(/" /Z &,,,D//f Sl D ﬁ/¢7 é*) ’//fé// = ////
/ Wd%@’y@/'ﬂ—- /Z/__J,ﬁwo;ﬂ
%//’{/f" //Z//A)%&ﬁ <t =y % e = //%/
/7/’7%4{ s 7/1 Sazern %/}? ' o) hi R
S M( /,/??.4; ,:;/M /;);e % % 4/?4 - A
A’Lm/ _z_ =~ P il 2 7 — R

Heng iz ot % Z )M,«
/ M c2s’ #Wé/gt/l/; My/’:/#w/%4 -

= 4’4‘-7».7 / ¢ =— -
/ 75%/“, a_r&__/,/ e SV e LA Z

: (= H/——f y/)/
/Uffd‘/(/'lf *MIJ/MDW/L/_/,/(,,JIZQ&U

/




QV Embossed Paper Type 1 Six Pence for Application
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Quarto Post blue paper watermark T & IH Superfine Kent.
6d embossed duty stamp Die Z [based on the GB die of 21 Oct 1875] overprinted CYPRUS Type 1, dated
9.9.[18]78.
Cancelled by the seal of the Commissioner of Limassol.

Application [Mazbatta] with 6d Fixed Fee, with negative seal of the Limassol Daavi Court dated 1 Mar 1879
by person challenging the distribution of shares in an unregistered Limassol property bought for 700 kurus
[piastres].

Only recorded used example of 6d embossed stamp—not recorded before 2004.




QV Embossed Paper Type 2 Two Pence + 5/3 Revenue Stamps on Court Summons | |
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QV Embossed Paper Type 2 One Shilling on Loan Agreement

%am& wr 0%7'@ /M% e ‘

CYPRUS,

This is a loan agreement and guarantee for £300 given by Joseph Cirilli & Sons on 24th June 1880 and acquitted by payment on

Dec¢ 24 1880. it is signed by Mariano Cirilli. It bears the correct stamp duty at the {)r’ép()ﬁ'[oﬁél fé@é of 3 shillings. One shilling is

made up by the embossed duty on the double folio paper with Britannia watermark. The CYPRUS overprint is Type 2. The date

of the emboss is 24.2.80. The Queen Victoria two shillings revenue stamp, with block VR watermark makes up the rest of the
duty. The back has the seal of the Banque Imperiale Ottoman at Larnaca.
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Only recorded Used One Shilling Embossed Pape}




QV Stamps Used for Underpaid/Unpaid Postage

Until August 1882 unpaid and underpaid postage was accounted to the Head Post Office at Larnaca by Sub-Post Offices by transmission of
coin. The new proposal was to affix postage stamps to the Letter Bill and forward that to the Head Post Office. However, Mr Bulmer, the Is-
land Posimaster obtained the High Commissioner’s agreement to use Revenue Stamps as well as postage stamps. The reason for this was
because the highest value of postage stamp was 6 piastres [=8d]. The revenue stamps ranged from 1 pi to 10/- [90pi]. By use of revenue
stamps the quantity of stamps used would be greatly reduced, and therefore, cost. The Island Postmaster issued revenue stamps to all the

At the beginning of May 1882 Mr
Bulmer reported to the Cyprus
Government Chief Secretary that
his supply of 30 paras overprinted
on GB CYPRUS 1d stamps was
almost exhausted. [30 paras =
3/4 pi—this was the special rate
for Soldiers’ letters to Great
Britainl. A specific 30 paras
stamp had been requested from
the Crown Agents but not arrived.
So, Mr Bulmer had the High
Commissioner’s consent to
overprint at the Nicosia
Government Printing Office £40
of the 1 pi postage stamps
£1=180 pi]. This order for 7200
stamps was completed by 7th
May 1882 and used for postage.
But, the 30 paras mauve stamps
arrived in Cyprus almost
immediately. The overprinted 30
paras were withdrawn.

main post offices before the end of August 1882.
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Above are two contiguous blocks of 12 to make the payment of 18 piastres
[=2/]. Cancelled Lamaca in black 30AP83, the last known date of use. Ex-
Constantinides.

Mr Bulmer used the surplus 30
paras on 1 pi stamps for unpaid
and underpaid postage, under the
new scheme, from 31 August
1882. Copies initialled by Mr

Bulmer JAB and cancelled by the'

Larnaca cds are common, though
blocks and with black cds are not.

Shown to the left [reduced] is a
copy [from the Cyprus State Ar-
chives] of the Sub-Postmaster’s
Letter Bill, to which the stamps for
the unpaid or underpaid postage
had to be affixed.
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QV Revenue Stamps Initialled JAB

Mr Bulmer, the Island Postmaster, introduced revenue stamps for inter-office accounting for unpaid and underpaid postage from the beginning of Septem-

ber 1882. However, because the accounting was done at the Head Post Office, Larnaca on the last day of each month the earliest Lamnaca cancellation is

SP 30 82. This is shown below on the 2/- stamp with Block VR watermark. Examples of the rest of the revenue stamps from 6d and 8d to 10/- and also the
1 & 2 piastres are shown below.
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Mr J A Bulmer initialled all stamps JAB. His initials appear sideways as well as upright.

Revenue Stamps with JAB & POSTAL SURCHARGE

The latest use of Revenue Stamps with JAB initials was MR 31 83.
On 30 AP 1883 stamps appear with JAB initials and POSTAL SURCHARGE.
This is the only date on which both were used and it is the first date of the use of POSTAL SURCHARGE cancel.

The only revenue stamp value recorded with this date and cancels was the 1 piastre [BA26]. Now a Zpi [BA27], the only recorded copy is shown above.



QV Revenue Stamps with POSTAL SURCHARGE

From 30 AP 83 the POSTAL SURCHARGE canceller alone is known used. This appears to be a rubber stamp applied by hand. Almost certainly there
was more than ane stamp. A copy of the example shown in a memo of 13-10-84 from the Island Postmaster to the Receiver General is shown below.

Below is a 1 piastre stamp [no postmark] with clear POSTAL SURCHARGE. It is probably a proof of the cancel.

e

The system continued until 1889 with the last recorded use of SP 16 1889 at Larnaca [see 1/- below]. However, revenue stamps cancelled Lamaca
squared circle and initialled by a later Island Postmaster, or post office clerk, are known from 1885 to 1894 and may have been used for the same purpose
[see later page]. Below are examples. Note: 1. the first 4 are on part Letter Bills. 2. Postmarks are for any date of the month. 3. Postmarks are squared
circles but some in 1882 & 1883 are cds.

R T R o & T B TR (A ]
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There are varieties of “SURCHARGE”. These probably arise from worn cancellers and the hand application.

SUPCKARGE

SUPCNARGE
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Double Impressions of POSTAL SURCHARGE
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The 10/- stamp has the inverted Script VR watermark variety




QV Revenue Stamps Initialled by Postal Staff to 1895

Initials are known on stamps cancelled at Larnaca Post Office up to 1895. The first shown here are of George Rigg Hunter, Island Postmaster 1883-
1893 [GRH]. Next are those of B J Kypiades, a clerk in the Post Office from 1879 [BJK]. The third are of AW Caruana, Chief Clerk at the Larnaca Post
Office [AWC]. The fourth are of D Zirigovich, a clerk from 1885 in the Post Office [DZ].

GRH
BJK
AWC
J—AT\;'O Plgg;ﬁssh
DZ

The last set of initials are probably of J Pilavachi, a clerk in the Larnaca Post Office from 1884 [JP].




QV Revenue Stamps with Postal Cancels

At first it was thought that QV revenue stamps with p

ostal cancels were from letters, where postage stamps might not be avail-

able. However, from several examples now seen, and some shown here, itis likely that all have come from documents—and
were used for revenue purposes. The possible only exception is those cancelled Polymedia in 1891 & 1892.

The reasons for the assumption of revenue use are based on five items of evidence
1. Some are still on thick paper and not envelope paper. '
2. Some are with perfins [used for cancellation of stamps on documents].
3. Some have initials—to comply with the regulation to prevent re-use.

4. The Post Office was the source of revenue st

amps, low values in 1883 onwards and all values soon after. Documents

requiring a fee to be paid or proportional stamp duty had to be presented at a Post Office and the clerk had to cancel

the stamps on the document before returning
5. No genuine use of a QV revenue stampona

it to the person requiring the stamps.
complete postal item has been recorded.

Larnaca Type 2 & Type 4 [squared circle]

The earliest recorded postal cancel [not used for unpaid or underpaid postage] is JU 13 83 [Larnaca Type 2] - see above.

The latest recorded use is AU 27 97 [Troodos Type 2] - see above.




QV Revenue Stamps with Numeral Postal Cancels

Until recently it has been assumed that the QV revenue stamps with numeral cancels have all been used for postage. There is a possibility that sometimes
the numeral canceller has been used in the Post Office to cancel a revenue document. This latter idea could be supported by some stamps having perfins
which match the place of the numeral cancel; for instance, 942—Larnaca and 975—Limassol. The 942 on piece, the 6. railway cancel, the D47
[Polymedia] and the part 981 [Paphos] may be postally used when postage stamps were unavailable. Revenue stamps were on sale at main Post Offices.

Below are examples of all pence values to 1/- and the three piastre values with numeral cancels.

The mix of Postage 2pi and 6pi and the Revenue 1pi looks like a genuine postage use of a revenue stamp to make a 9pi [1/-] rate.
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CYPRUS QUEEN VICTORIA TOBACCO BANDEROLLES

When the British took over the administration of Cyprus in July 1878 it was found that the previous Ottoman govemnment collected tax on tobacco prod-

ucts using banderolles—affixed to the packets of tobacco, snuff, segars and cigarettes. The stock of Ottoman bands continued to be used. However, this

was losing the British revenue. So, on 27th October 1878 the High Commissioner ordered supplies of all types of bands from London as a temporary
measure.

The temporary bands were based on the VR 1863 die proof of the Customs [Tobacco] Duty Die A of March 1863 in pink.

Ex Marcus Samuel

Die B of May 1863—Example of GB band 2.11.1874 [Under 4 ounces]. Ex Marcus Samuel

5&% = The Retailer or Vendor is required to obliterate
’ the Stamp on Sale before delivery to the Purchaser,

! ﬁﬁ Under a Penalty of £20.

L NEGROHEAD 2 ) J || UNDER FOUR OUNCES ||E' |

in December 1875 the colour was changed to red orange—SPECIMEN of 23.5.1878 [Under 2 ounces].
Ex Marcus Samuel

The Retailer or Vendor is required to obliterate
the Stamp on Sale before delivery to the Purchaser,

Under a Penalty of £20.

'Bl[ UNDER TWO OUNCES ||B

— =

cAvms

Based on the GB bands the examples of bands used in the British Levant, proofs were sent to London by the Cyprus administration and the order for tem-
porary bands was placed with Messrs De la Rue on 29th November 1878. The company worked day & night and on Sunday to complete the order by 6th
December, when it was passed to the Stamping Office of the Inland Revenue.




QV Temporary Tobacco Bands

Temporary tobacco bands for Cyprus were printed By De la Rue on thick superfine paper and perforated complete.

Here is one of the first bands 11sfsx 1% inches, perforated and duty embossed stamp dated 7.12.78, the day after delivery to the IR. It was printed for 5th
Quality 20 drams weight. The consignment of bands was sent to Cyprus in HMS Himalaya on 27th December and arrived 10 days later in Cyprus.
However, there was a desperate shortage in Cyprus of 10 dram bands. So, it has been locally stamped 10 Drams. it has the Larnaca manufacturer’s
stamp on the band. Only one recorded.
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Another 5th Quality band without perforations but with the same dimensions stamped 10 Drams and with the manufacturer's stamp on it; but no date in
the Customs Duty embossing by the IR London. Only one recorded.
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Similar band but perforated and 4th Quality. Same size and with the manufacturer's stamp o
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it. Only one recorded.
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4th Quality 200 Drams. 1% x 30 inches, printed in red [the colour selected for any 200 dram band]. The first supply of 23 sheets of 14 per sheet [322
bands] left Portsmouth on 27th December 1878 and arrived in Cyprus on 21st January 1879. Another 1428 such bands arrived in Cyprus on 27th Febru-
ary 1879. No more are recorded, making the total 1750 bands_
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the other side of the bands.
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| 200 DRAMS, PRICE 25 PIASTRES
DUTY, PIASTRES 7.20

These 2 unused bands are the only 2 recorded and are from bottom of sheet of 14.[See bottom perforated margin of %z inch.]



QV Tobacco Bands De la Rue Appendix A January 1879

The Cyprus administration continued to want permanent banderolies. It particularly wanted Turkish script on the bands. There was a lot of correspondence

between Cyprus and De la Rue, including various proposals from the printer. The High Commissioner sent to the marquis of Salisbury on 25th October

1878 a paper, on the subject, by the Chief Collector of Customs, Larnaca. This included examples of lettering. The number of bands per sheet depended

on the size of each tobacco wrapper. The colour of the paper depended on the product and quality. The matter was agreed on the grounds of simplicity
and cost. It was estimated that 3 million banderolles would be needed per year. The revenue would be 800,000 piastres [£6666].
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A DUTY EQUAL TO
| 75 PER CENT. AD VALOREM

. HAS BEEN PAID
' : ON THIS TOBACCO.
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On 17th January 1879 De la Rue sent its proposals to Cyprus, including Appendix A.
[Part shown above; a copy of the remainder is on the next page [50% reduced.]




