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ARTISTIC TREASURES FROM THE ISRAEL MUSEUM
SIX ORIGINAL SKETCHES FROM THE MUSEUM COLLECTION

I When the Israel Museum opened in 1966 the Israeli Postal Service issued a special series
[ 2 of stamps to commemorate the event. These stamps consist of six representations of
' archeological highlights in the museum’s famed collection. The most prominent stamp is
a reproduction of the renowned second century synagogue stone menorah found in

Tiberius. =

BV e s

The artist whose drawings are offered here and were the basis of these stamps is Oswald
Adler of Tel Aviv. A talented graphic designer of Hungarian descent, Adler is known for
his fine works of art. The drawings are pen and paper water color sketches, each one
signed by the artist with accompanying autographic pencil notes.

In preparing the designs for the stamps Adler was permitted by the museum to make his
own selection of the subject matter. Adler chose to emphasize the musuem’s
archeological treasures. In addition to the menorah, the other five objects arc a fifth .
century B.C.E. Persian gold drinking horn; a fifth B.C.E. century bronze panther figurine;
a fifth century B.C.E. miniature gold capital; a sixth-fourth century B.C.E. gold earing;
and a ninth century B.C.E. ivory sphinx.

Original artist sketches such as these are rare and prized by collectors. It is most unusual
to find a complete set in perfect condition. Each sketch is accompanied by a numbered
sheet of twelve stamps in pristine condition. These sketches were retained by the artist,
until his death in 2005 and were subsequently sold by the family.
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ARTISTIC TREASURES FROM THE ISRAEL MUSEUM
SIX ORIGINAL SKETCHES FROM THE MUSEUM COLLECTION

When the Israel Museum opened in 1966 the Israeli Postal Service issued a special series
of stamps 1O commemorate the event. These stamps consist of six representations of
archeological highlights in the museum’s famed collection. The most prominent stamp is
a reproduction of the renowned second century synagogue stone menorah found in
Tiberius.

The artist whose drawings are offered here and were the basis of these stamps is Oswald
Adler of Tel Aviv. A talented graphic designer of Hungarian descent, Adler is known for
his fine works of art. The drawings are pen and paper water color sketches, each one
signed by the artist with accompanying autographic pencil notes.

In preparing the designs for the stamps Adler was permitted by the museum to make his
own selection of the subject matter. Adler chose 10 emphasize the musuem’s
archeological treasures. In addition to the menorah, the other five objects are & fifth
century B.C.E. Persian gold drinking horn; 2 fifth B.C.E. century bronze panther figurine;
a fifth century B.C.E. miniature gold capital; a sixth-fourth century B.C.E. gold earing;
and a ninth century B.C.E. ivory sphinx.

Original artist sketches such as these are rare and prized by collectors. It is most unusual
to find a complete set in perfect condition. Each sketch is accompanied by 2 numbered
sheet of twelve stamps in pristine condition. These sketches were retained by the artist,
until his death in 2005 and were subsequently sold by the family.




